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TAMS  to  use  to  help  shut  down  these  makers.  With 
your  help,  we  can  make  a dent  in  the  spread  of  these 
threats  to  our  hobby. 


Please  feel  free  to  contact  me  about  any  aspect  of 
TAMS  at  (612)-331-8246,  email  me  at  tokenpro@us 
west.net,  or  write  me  at  the  address  listed  on  the  mast- 

NORTH  STAR  NOTES  head. 


President’s  Message 


Fakes  and  fantasies  of  tokens  and  medals  are 
everywhere.  During  my  travels  I have  the  opportunity  to 
visit  many  antique  and  memorabilia  shows  and  to 
search  antique  malls  and  stores  all  over  the  country. 
Almost  without  fail  I will  see  a fake  or  fantasy  token 
everywhere  I stop.  I also  spend  quite  a bit  of  time  on  the 
Internet,  much  of  it  on  the  numerous  auction  sites  that 
seem  to  be  everywhere  on  the  Web.  Again  I will  see  a 
fake  Ku  Klux  Klan  token  here,  a bad  slave  tag  there,  a 
cast  copy  of  a United  Confederate  Veterans  badge 
offered  as  genuine,  or  a crude  wood  cord  token  for  a 
railroad  that  never  existed  offered  as  real.  Fantasy 
bawdy  house  tokens  are  everywhere.  Many  of  these 
pieces  are  easily  recognized  because  of  their  crude 
manufacture  or  because  they  are  "too  good  to  be  true," 
especially  at  the  offered  price,  but  new  varieties  appear 
almost  weekly  including  some  that  are  very  deceiving. 

How  can  you  protect  yourself?  TAMS  has  recog- 
nized the  threat  that  these  increasingly  good  fakes  pose 
towards  enjoyment  of  the  hobby  and  has  formed  a 
reference  collection  for  educational  purposes.  A noted 
author  recently  spent  the  better  part  of  a page  in  one  of 
the  weekly  coin  papers  discussing  an  obvious  fantasy 
that  had  been  sent  in  by  a reader  as  if  it  could  possibly 
be  real.  If  he  had  looked  in  the  TAMS  Journal,  he  would 
have  found  the  token  illustrated  a year  earlier  in  one  of 
the  frequent  listings  of  newly  reported  fakes  and  fantas- 
ies. Your  best  protection  is  to  familiarize  yourself  with 
the  types  of  items  being  faked  and  the  methods  used  to 
create  these  troubling  items.  Go  back  in  the  Journals 
and  re-educate  yourself.  Note  the  similarities  between 
many  of  the  items  that  may  have  been  concocted  by  the 
same  person. 

What  can  be  done  to  slow  or  stop  the  onslaught  of 
these  fakes?  TAMS  is  on  record  as  opposing  the  prolif- 
eration of  these  pieces  and  for  pursuing  any  manufac- 
turer of  these  who  is  in  violation  of  the  Hobby  Protection 
Act.  You  can  also  help  in  several  ways.  Send  a descrip- 
tion of  any  unreported  fake  or  fantasy  that  you  see  to 
either  David  Schenkman  or  myself.  Consider  donating 
any  fakes  you  may  own  to  the  TAMS  reference  collec- 
tion of  these  items.  Most  importantly,  if  you  are  offered 
any  fakes,  restrikes,  or  fantasies  of  any  type  by  a maker 
of  these  items  please  report  the  offer  to  David  or  myself 
right  away.  Please  keep  all  correspondence  and  docu- 
mentation pertaining  to  the  offer  or  transaction  for 


Dick  Grinolds 


Period  Ending  November  15, 1998 

TAMS  members  and  prospective  members  are 
requested  to  contact  our  Secretary,  Mark  Lighterman, 
9230  S.W.  59  St.,  Miami,  FL  33173,  regarding  any 
changes  in  name,  address,  applications,  subscriptions, 
resignations,  missing  issues,  deaths  or  any  other  TAMS 
business.  Contact  the  Editor,  David  E.  Schenkman, 
P.O.  Box  366,  Bryantown,  MD  20617,  for  matters 
relating  directly  to  the  Journal. 
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A review  by  David  E.  Schenkman 

If  you  collect  nineteenth  century  tokens  and 
medals,  no  doubt  you  are  familiar  with  the  various 
pieces  issued  by  Augustus  B.  Sage.  These  tokens 
appear  frequently  in  numismatic  auctions  and  price  lists, 
and  I was  always  of  the  opinion  that  they  were  of  little 
interest  to  collectors.  But,  then,  Dave  Bowers  certainly 
isn't  a typical  collector. 

Even  if  you  aren't  familiar  with  Sage's  tokens,  the 
chances  are  good  that  you  have  read  some  of  the  many 
articles  and  books  authored  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  no 
matter  what  your  numismatic  specialty.  His  numismatic 
curiosity  knows  no  bounds,  so  I wasn't  especially  sur- 
prised last  year  when  he  mentioned  to  me  that  he  was 
working  on  a monograph  on  Sage  tokens. 

The  result  of  Bowers'  research  is  far  more  than  a 
monograph.  And,  it  is  much  more  than  a listing  of 
Sage's  tokens,  even  though  these  items  are  meticu- 
lously cataloged.  What  Bowers  has  written  is  not  only  a 
fascinating  history  of  early  numismatics  in  the  United 
States,  but  also  of  the  collectors  and  dealers  of  the 
period. 

As  Bowers  points  out  in  his  Introduction,  Augustus 
B.  Sage  "was  the  first  American  to  write  a continuing 
numismatic  column  in  a periodical  publication."  He  cata- 
loged various  coin  collection  for  auction,  and  published 

(Continued  on  page  7) 
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(part  one  of  two  parts) 

By  James  M.  Lawniczak 

Interest  in  encased  cents,  sometimes  called  "lucky 
pennies,"  has  been  growing  substantially  over  the  last 
few  years.  Prices  are  going  up.  The  new  collectors' 
club,  the  Associated  Collectors  of  Encased  (ACE), 
formed  in  1995,  is  growing. 

Encased  cents  make  interesting  historical  pieces. 
Here  are  coins  that  without  question  were  in  a certain 
city  at  a certain  time.  They  have  been  used  as  souve- 
nirs of  events  and  places,  as  advertising  pieces,  and  as 
political  pieces.  Thus,  the  pieces  arouse  the  historical 
interest  in  collectors. 

Encased  made  good  souvenirs  of  fairs  and  exposi- 
tions. They  could  be  manufactured  fairly  cheaply  and 
sold  for  ten  cents  or  so.  The  attraction  of  encased  for  a 
merchant  was  that  it  would  be  perpetual  advertising. 
The  customer  would  keep  it  with  him  as  a lucky  pocket 
piece  and  thus  be  constantly  reminded  of  the  merchant. 
Based  on  the  condition  of  most  encased  I have  seen,  I 
suggest  that  this  claim  really  did  not  work  in  practice,  at 
least  not  for  very  long.  Very  few  of  the  pieces  are 
extremely  worn. 

Encased  cents  burst  on  the  scene  in  1901,  after 
the  modern  process  to  extract  and  use  aluminum  was 
developed.  Aluminum  is  an  abundant,  lightweight,  and 
easily  worked  metal  that  does  not  corrode.  It  made  an 
inexpensive  holder  for  a coin. 


Figure  1.  The  Whitehead  and  Hoag  Company  of  Newark, 
New  Jersey  was  an  eariy  maker  of  encased  cents. 


There  are  a very  large  number  of  encased  pieces 
with  1901  Indian  cents  in  them,  including  souvenirs  of 
the  1901  Buffalo  Pan  American  Exposition  and  many 
advertising  pieces.  Several  varieties  are  illustrated.  An 
early  horseshoe  shaped  piece  refers  to  a patent  filed  on 
11  April  1899,  but  there  seemed  to  be  a delay  of  about 
two  years  before  the  pieces  started  to  be  manufactured 
in  mass.  An  early  manufacturer  of  encased  pieces  in 
1901  was  the  Whitehead  and  Hoag  Company  in  New- 
ark New  Jersey,  whose  name  appears  on  several  1901 
and  later  pieces.  A 1901  Whitehead  and  Hoag  wish- 
bone shaped  advertising  piece  is  illustrated  (figure  1). 


Figure  2.  This  piece,  issued  by  the  Geo.  F.  Young  & Bro. 
Tobacconists  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island  has  a 1900 
cent  encased. 

There  are  only  a very  few  legitimate  pieces  with 

1900  Indian  cents  in  them  and  only  one  or  two  with  an 
1899  cent.  A 1900  advertising  piece  of  the  Geo.  F. 
Young  & Bro.  Tobacconists  of  Providence,  Rhode 
Island  is  illustrated  (figure  2).  All  other  pieces  containing 
coins  dated  prior  to  1901  are  either  replaced  cents  or 
pieces  made  in  or  after  1901  which  used  circulated 
cents. 

Encased  cents  have  been  made  continuously  from 

1901  to  the  present.  There  was  a steady  stream  of 
pieces  manufactured  in  the  1910s,  1920s,  and  1930s, 
although  in  my  experience  none  of  those  decades  has  a 
year  when  as  many  pieces  were  made  as  were  made  in 
1901.  There  was  then  an  explosion  of  pieces  just  after 
the  Second  World  War,  from  about  1945  to  1953.  The 
large  number  of  Fankhauser  pieces  were  generally 
made  from  1952  to  1964.  Since  then  the  number  of 
pieces  manufactured  has  fallen  off  substantially  but  has 
never  stopped  completely.  Today,  most  of  the  new 
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Figure  3.  The  Nebraska  Numismatic  Association  issued 
this  modern  encased  cent. 

pieces  are  coin  club  anniversaries.  Illustrated  is  a piece 
with  a 1998D  cent  to  announce  the  1999  convention  of 
the  Nebraska  Numismatic  Association  (figure  3). 

Until  1964  the  most  common  shape  of  an  encased 
was  round,  followed  by  horseshoe.  The  most  common 
shape  of  an  encasement  after  1964  is  the  horseshoe, 
followed  by  the  round.  Michael  Kolman’s  article  in  the 
June  1988  TAMS  Jouma/ focused  on  the  different  types 
and  shapes  of  encased. 

There  are  quite  a few  encased  pieces  on  the 
market  with  replaced  cents,  particularly  those  with  Indi- 
an cents.  Some  collectors  believe  that  the  primary  rea- 
son why  a cent  was  removed  from  an  encasement  was 
to  harvest  the  numismatic  value  of  the  coin  itself.  I dis- 
agree. I believe  that  cents  were  mostly  removed  from 
encasements  to  spend  the  money.  One  cent  had  much 
more  value  in  1900  than  it  has  today,  and  there  came  a 
time  in  the  life  of  many  a souvenir  or  pocket  piece  when 
the  money  was  more  important  than  the  souvenir  or  the 
advertisement.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  very  difficult  to 
turn  a lucky  penny  into  an  item  of  numismatic  value,  as 
it  is  hard  to  remove  the  cent  without  damaging  it.  Even  if 
that  can  be  done,  the  cent  was  often  damaged  anyway 
when  the  encasement  was  struck.  Finally,  today, 
although  not  in  the  past,  the  numismatic  value  of  the 
encasement  is  usually  greater  than  the  value  of  the 
coin. 

Because  of  the  damage  to  the  former  "lucky  pen- 
ny," coin  collectors  must  be  aware  of  how  a former 
lucky  penny  looks  and  watch  out  for  these  removed 
cents.  When  the  cent  was  pressed  into  the  encasement 
along  with  the  striking  of  the  aluminum  encasement, 
there  was  usually  some  evidence  left  on  the  cent.  Often 
this  was  a flattening  and  widening  of  the  rim,  or  other 
marks  on  the  rim.  If  noticeable,  the  grading  services  will 
not  grade  these  former  lucky  pennies  and  will  return 
them  unslabbed  with  the  designation  "lucky  penny." 

Oftentimes  an  owner  of  an  encased  piece,  which 


Figure  4.  The  original  cent  has  been  punched  out  of  this 
piece. 


now  looks  like  a washer  with  the  cent  removed,  will 
reinsert  a different  cent  to  make  the  piece  look  more 
authentic.  Encased  with  Indian  cents  must  be  examined 
with  particular  care.  Those  with  replaced  cents  are 
impaired  pieces  with  greatly  reduced  value.  Therefore  it 
is  important  for  a collector  of  encased,  whether  casual 
or  serious,  to  be  able  to  detect  them.  As  in  other  areas 
of  numismatics,  knowledge  of  how  a legitimate  piece 
looks  is  critical.  An  encased  cent  with  the  original  cent 
punched  out  is  illustrated  (figure  4). 

While  determining  whether  a cent  has  been 
replaced,  it  is  important  to  remember  how  the  encase- 
ment was  made  in  the  first  place.  As  described  in  more 
detail  in  Bryan  Ryker’s  special  1995  TAMS  Journal 
article  focusing  on  encased  sold  by  Earl  Fankhauser, 
the  cent  is  placed  into  the  center  of  the  aluminum 
planchet  and  the  piece  is  then  struck  by  the  die,  which 
both  imprints  the  wording  in  the  aluminum  and  also 
tightly  presses  the  cent  into  the  encasement,  so  that  it 
can  be  removed  only  with  great  effort. 

The  first  thing  to  look  for  is  whether  the  suspect 
piece  matches  known  examples  of  others  of  the  same 
type,  in  the  date  of  the  cent  and  in  the  alignment  of  the 
cent.  Of  course,  that  requires  knowledge  of  other  legi- 
timate pieces.  The  replaced  cent  will  often  be  put  into 
the  encasement  backwards.  Most  encased  cents, 
though  not  all,  were  made  with  the  reverse  of  the  cent 
showing  on  the  more  important  advertising  or  descrip- 
tive side,  which  encased  collectors  refer  to  as  the 
obverse  of  the  encasement.  A review  of  Bryan  Ryker's 
article  shows  that  this  is  true  for  well  over  90%  of  the 
encasements  he  cataloged.  It  is  also  true  for  at  least  as 
great  a percentage  of  the  non-Fankhauser  encase- 
ments. 

While  a piece  with  the  cent  in  the  wrong  way  might 
be  original  (the  operator  might  have  put  one  in  back- 
wards by  mistake),  it  is  very  suspect.  For  example. 
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without  even  seeing  the  piece,  the  1904  St.  Louis 
World's  Fair  round  piece  cataloged  and  photographed 
by  Bob  Hendershott  in  his  excellent  book  as  Hender- 
shott  number  14-50  is  immediately  very  suspect  as  a 
replaced  cent  piece,  as  the  cent  is  in  backwards  when 
compared  to  known  legitimate  pieces. 

The  best  test  for  determining  if  an  encasement  is 
original  is  to  hold  the  example  up  to  a light  source  to 
see  if  there  is  any  space  between  the  encasement  and 
the  cent.  An  original  cent,  pressed  firmly  into  the 
encasement  at  the  time  of  the  original  striking,  will  not 
allow  any  light  to  show  through.  Check  around  the 
entire  diameter  of  the  coin,  with  the  light  source  behind 
the  encasement.  If  any  light  shows  through,  the  piece  is 
almost  certainly  not  genuine. 

Next,  check  the  cent.  There  will  usually  be  some 
evidence  on  the  cent  of  its  striking  into  the  encasement, 
at  a minimum  a flattened  rim  at  least  at  some  points. 
The  most  noticeable  impact  to  the  cent  is  on  the  four 
leaf  clover  pieces.  The  rim  of  the  side  of  the  cent  next  to 
the  clover  will  always  contain  a pattern  similar  to  the 
clover  pattern  in  the  encasement  that  it  has  been 
pressed  into.  At  the  points  where  there  is  no  clover,  the 
cent  will  often  look  like  the  rim  has  been  filed.  The  veins 
of  the  clovers  will  often  be  pressed  into  the  cent's  rim 
opposite  the  clovers.  There  will  also  usually  be  a small 
impression  in  the  cent  right  where  the  stem  is  on  the 
clover. 

I have  never  seen  an  original  clover  piece  where 
the  cent  did  not  have  at  least  some  evidence  of  this 
pattern.  On  occasion  some  aluminum  will  be  pressed 
into  or  over  the  cent  in  the  manufacturing  process,  or,  if 
the  die  is  not  perfectly  aligned,  some  of  the  letters  or 
symbols  on  the  die  meant  for  the  aluminum  will  strike 
into  the  cent;  these  are  conclusive  evidence  of  an 
original  encasement. 

Finally,  check  the  encasement  near  the  cent.  If  the 
cent  has  been  removed,  there  may  be  some  evidence 
of  scraping  or  other  tooling  marks  made  in  the  removal 
process.  If  the  coin  is  replaced,  glue  or  solder  residue 
may  be  evident  on  the  coin  or  on  the  encasement  near 
the  coin. 

A bent  encasement  raises  considerable  question. 
If  the  condition  of  the  coin  does  not  match  the  condition 
of  the  encasement,  there  is  concern,  although  this  is  not 
conclusive  that  there  is  a replaced  coin.  If  the  coin  is 
more  worn  than  the  encasement,  this  may  mean  that  a 
circulated  coin  was  used.  If  the  encasement  appears 
more  worn  than  the  coin,  it  may  be  that  the  encasement 
was  weakly  struck.  For  example,  most  examples  of  the 
1909  VDB  cent  encasement  manufactured  for  Dickel- 
man  Extra  of  Forest  Ohio  (catalog  number  OH-FOR-DI- 


Figure  5.  The  encasements  on  issues  of  Dickelman 
Extra  of  Forest,  Ohio  were  weakly  struck. 

10)  appear  to  have  a very  worn  encasement  with  a bet- 
ter coin  (figure  5).  This  is  because  that  encasement  was 
weakly  struck. 

There  are  many  encasements  with  replaced  coins, 
especially  of  Indian  cents.  In  my  experience,  about  30% 
of  the  Pan  American  Exposition  clover  pieces  have 
replaced  cents,  some  easily  detectable  and  some 
expertly  done.  Check  any  unusual  coin  very  carefully, 
such  as  D and  S mintmarks  before  1948,  where  a 
premium  is  being  paid  for  the  unusual  coin.  A replaced 
encasement  is  like  a coin  that  has  suffered  major  dam- 
age and  been  repaired.  Its  value  is  substantially 
reduced.  For  example,  in  my  opinion  the  clover  Pan 
American  exposition  piece  without  a cent  is  worth  about 
$2  to  $3;  put  a $1.50  VF  Indian  cent  in  it  and  you  have  a 
$3.50  item.  Do  not  pay  $10  to  $20  or  more  for  it. 

Prices  for  encased  do  not  vary  nearly  as  much  by 
grade  as  do  the  prices  of  coins.  Naturally,  nicer  pieces 
are  more  desirable  and  there  can  be  steep  discounts  for 
problem  or  barely  readable  pieces.  Pieces  with  nice 
lustrous  cents  are  worth  more,  and  much  more  for  Indi- 
an cents. 

The  general  prices  in  the  next  paragraph  are 
based  on  my  experience  with  auctions  and  through 
advertisements.  They  are  for  nice,  problem  free 
Extremely  Fine  specimens.  Add  a few  dollars  for  nicer 
specimens,  perhaps  up  to  double  for  nice  coins  with 
much  mint  luster.  Take  off  a few  dollars  for  those  in 
Very  Fine  condition  and  take  off  a lot  for  encasements 
with  problems.  Naturally,  with  a smaller,  less  defined 
market  than  for  coins,  much  depends  on  how  badly  the 
buyer  wants  the  item.  Two  people  competing  for  a rare 
but  not  terribly  expensive  item  can  bid  the  price  up 
beyond  all  prior  expectations. 

In  general,  encased  with  Indian  cents  sell  for  $25 
to  $30  and  up.  Just  two  years  ago  they  sold  for  $20  and 
up  and  around  five  years  ago  I used  to  find  them  at 
shows  for  around  $10,  sometimes  less.  Back  then  most 
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dealers  were  not  interested  in  encased.  I remember 
around  1990  buying  an  EF  chamber  pot  shaped  "Sou- 
venir of  Detroit"  with  a 1908  Indian  cent  for  $8  after  the 
dealer  stood  firm  on  the  price  on  the  holder.  Today  that 
encasement  is  at  least  a $30  item. 

Encased  from  the  teens  generally  cost  $10  to  $20. 
The  twenties  run  from  $8  to  $15.  The  thirties  are  $6  to 
$12;  the  forties,  $5  to  $10;  the  fifties,  $3  to  $8;  and  mod- 
ern issues  are  $1.50  to  $5.  Add  $5  to  $15  for  1910-1938 
mint  marks  and  other  less  common  dates.  Adjustments 
must  be  made  downward  for  items  that  are  very  com- 
mon and  upward  for  items  that  are  rarer  or  more  desir- 
able. Use  common  sense  for  some  adjustments.  For 
example,  a 1909S-VDB  or  a 1914D  cent  in  an  encase- 
ment (neither  of  which  I have  ever  seen)  would  com- 
mand a strong  price. 

The  Pan  American  Exposition  clover  piece,  the 
Souvenir  of  Washington  D.C.  and  Niagara  Falls  series, 
the  New  York  Stork  Club  pieces,  and  the  American 
Museum  of  Atomic  Energy  Neutron  Irradiated  dimes  are 
all  examples  of  very  common  pieces  for  which  the  price 
should  be  lowered.  There  is  a very  substantial  discount 
for  stock  pieces  — pieces  without  any  theme  or  adverti- 
sing. There  is  also  a slight  discount  for  mavericks.  Tav- 
erns, railroads,  the  Chevrolet  automobile  series  (1947 
and  1948),  sports  themes,  unusual  shapes,  and  rare 
states  (like  Alaska,  Hawaii,  Utah,  Wyoming  and  Mis- 
sissippi) will  sell  for  more. 

Encased  are  now  selling  over  the  Internet  with 
some  interesting  results.  Generally,  I believe  the  prices 
on  the  Internet  are  higher  than  the  prices  at  shows  or  at 
auctions.  Some  very  common  encased  have  generated 
prices  that  I would  characterize  as  unconscionable.  I 
believe  the  likely  reason  is  that  people  who  do  not  know 
the  real  values  for  these  items  are  bidding  against  each 
other  and  creating  absurd  prices.  In  addition,  the  Inter- 
net makes  it  easier  for  a seller  to  obtain  the  highest 
price  for  scarce  items  with  limited  appeal.  If  only  ten 
people  in  the  country  want  an  item,  a seller  has  to  find 
two  of  them  before  a high  price  can  be  had.  The  Inter- 
net facilitates  that. 

I have  not  seen  any  real  bargains  on  the  Internet, 
probably  because  the  sellers  usually  set  the  minimum 
or  first  bid  at  a reasonable  price.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
have  seen  some  interesting  and  rare  pieces.  Scanner 
photography  has  become  excellent.  I have  even  seen 
scanned  photographs  of  encased  on  the  Internet  with 
enough  detail  that  I have  been  able  to  absolutely  auth- 
enticate the  piece  from  the  scan  itself. 

The  ACE  is  currently  working  on  a catalog  of 
encased  of  all  fifty  states  and  the  District  of  Columbia.  It 
is  a large  project  and  certainly  will  not  be  finished  in  less 


than  two  or  three  years.  I have  just  finalized  the  second 
draft  of  the  Ohio  list,  which  contains  650  different 
encased.  I believe  that  there  are  still  substantial  Ohio 
encased  not  included.  If  anyone  has  Ohio  encased  in 
their  collection,  please  send  a detailed  list  to  me  at  P.O. 
Box  14465,  Cleveland,  Ohio  44114.  The  next  draft  of 
the  list  will  be  sent  free  to  all  who  help. 

There  are  many  thousands  of  different  encased 
pieces.  Based  on  my  experience,  the  states  of  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Illinois  produced  the  most 
pieces.  In  the  next  issue  of  the  TAMS  Journal,  the 
second  part  of  this  series  will  appear  - a catalog  of  the 
encasements  from  the  1901  Buffalo  New  York  Pan 
American  Exposition. 

To  join  the  ACE,  write  to  editor  Jerry  Binsfeld  at 
P.O.  Box  191,  Pleasant  Prairie,  Wisconsin  53158.  The 
cost  of  $7  per  year  includes  a subscription  to  the  Case- 
ment, which  appears  four  times  a year. 
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“American  Numismatics” 

(Concluded  from  page  3) 

two  price  lists.  He  issued  "over  two  dozen  varieties  of 
tokens  and  medals  as  part  of  what  may  have  been  the 
first  successful  private  American  effort  to  create  for  col- 
lectors and  subscribers  a series  of  related  topical  or 
commemorative  medals."  Also,  he  was  a founder  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society.  These  impressive 
accomplishments  were  achieved  before  he  was  twenty 
years  of  age. 

In  the  opinion  of  this  reviewer,  American  Numis- 
matics Before  The  Civil  War  1760-1860  belongs  in  the 
library  of  every  collector  of  tokens  and  medals.  This  is 
one  of  those  books  that  you'll  have  trouble  putting  down 
once  you  start  reading.  And,  if  you  read  it  once  you'll 
read  it  again!  No  matter  whether  you  have  been  collec- 
ting for  a month  or  for  forty  years,  your  knowledge  and 
enjoyment  of  this  hobby  will  be  greatly  enhanced. 

The  profusely  illustrated  432  page,  large  format, 
hardbound  book  is  priced  at  $89.95  plus  $5.00  for  ship- 
ping. On  request,  the  author  will  personally  inscribe  your 
copy.  To  order,  call  800-222-5993  or  send  payment  to 
Bowers  and  Merena  Publications  Department,  PO  Box 
1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894. 
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The  Lobby  Bar  Token  of  Las  Vegas,  New  Mexico: 
Numismatic  Relic  of  a Wild  West  Town 


by  Leonard  Goldberg 

Roll  over  Dodge  City;  you  too,  Tombstone.  Las 
Vegas,  New  Mexico  is  taking  center  stage.  Although 
lacking  the  legendary  notoriety  of  those  other  wild  west 
towns.  Las  Vegas  could  very  well  have  been  the  "Wild- 
est of  the  Wild  West."''  Las  Vegas  was  "originally 
known  as  Nuestra  Senora  de  los  Dolores  de  Las 
Vegas  (Our  Lady  of  Sorrows  of  the  Meadows). "2 

In  1821  Luis  Maria  C.  De  Baca  petitioned  the 
Mexican  government  for  a land  grant  bordering  the  Rio 
Gallinas.  The  grant  was  given  in  1823,  but  it  was  never 
fully  occupied  because  of  Indian  encroachment.  A 
description  is  found  in  Commerce  of  the  Prairies  by  Dr. 
Josiah  Gregg,  where  he  wrote  of  places  along  the 
Santa  Fe  Trail  in  1831:  "At  Gallinas  Creek  we  found  a 
large  flock  of  sheep  grazing  upon  the  adjacent  plain; 
while  a little  hovel  at  the  foot  of  the  cliff  showed  it  to  be 
a rancho. "3  This  was  the  ranch  of  the  De  Baca  family 
and  the  beginning  of  Las  Vegas. 

In  1833  a group  of  men  from  San  Miguel  del  Bado 
on  the  Pecos  River  also  petitioned  for  a grant.  The 
grant  was  given,  but  only  under  the  condition  that  a 
plaza  had  to  be  constructed  for  protection  against  Indi- 
ans, and  also  as  a meeting  and  market  place.  This  is 
the  beginning  of  Old  Town,  or  West  Las  Vegas,  loca- 
ted on  the  west  side  of  the  Gallinas  River. 

After  the  Civil  War  several  pioneer  German-Jew- 
ish  merchants,  Charles  llfeld  and  the  Rosenwald  bro- 
thers, Joseph  and  Emanuel,  began  establishing  busi- 
nesses in  Las  Vegas. ^ Three  years  after  settling  in  Las 
Vegas,  the  Rosenwalds  were  supplying  agricultural 
products  (corn  and  beans)  to  the  army  at  Fort  Bascom. 
Also,  the  firm  of  Adolph  Letcher  and  Charles  llfeld  were 
supplying  hay  and  grain  to  U.  S.  Army  forts.®  Accord- 
ing to  an  1885  photograph  now  in  the  Museum  of  New 
Mexico,  the  Charles  llfeld  Co.  Building  on  the  Plaza  in 
Las  Vegas,  advertised  on  its  outside  brick  walls,  "Dry 


goods,  boots  and  shoes,  groceries,  furniture  and  car- 
pets."^ 

The  early  Jewish  merchants  were  some  of  the 
movers  and  shakers  in  the  economic  development  of 
Old  Town,  or  West  Las  Vegas.  By  1880  there  were  an 
estimated  48  to  70  Jews  in  Las  Vegas,  making  it  one 
of  the  largest  Jewish  centers  in  the  Territory  of  New 
Mexico.®  This  significant  economic  presence  of  Jews 
in  Las  Vegas  eventually  led  to  the  establishment  of  the 
first  Jewish  synagogue  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico 
in  1886,  Temple  Montefiore.^ 

The  establishment  of  mercantile  stores  in  early 
Las  Vegas  in  the  1850s  and  1860s  was  due  to  its 
being  a stopping  point  on  the  Santa  Fe  Trail,  making 
Las  Vegas  a typical  adobe  town  and  a trading  center. 
The  coming  of  the  Santa  Fe,  Atchison,  and  Topeka 
railroad  to  Las  Vegas  in  1879  dramatically  altered  the 
face  of  the  town.  An  entirely  new  town  was  created, 
officially  East  Las  Vegas  by  the  post  office,  but  known 
by  the  people  there  as  New  Town.''®  It  resembled  other 
"end  of  the  track  towns"  that  had  sprung  up  in  Kansas 
and  Colorado  as  the  Santa  Fe,  Atchison,  and  Topeka 
crept  westward.  A few  days  after  the  tracks  had 
reached  Las  Vegas,  wooden  store  fronts  and  a variety 
of  business  appeared.  General  stores,  barber  shops, 
eating  establishments,  and  amusement  concerns 
(saloons,  dance-halls,  and  gambling  houses)  opened 
up  with  the  coming  of  the  railroad.  A more  stable 
community  was  also  found  in  the  beginnings  of  East 
Las  Vegas,  or  New  Town,  that  included  railroad 
construction  workers  and  commission  house  workers. 
Las  Vegas  became  a distribution  point  for  goods  des- 
tined to  places  just  beyond  the  reaches  of  the  new 
railroad. 

The  arrival  of  the  first  passenger  train  to  enter  Las 
Vegas  was  planned  for  4 July  1879.  Governor  Miguel 
A.  Otero  was  one  of  the  passengers  on  this  excursion 
train.  He  and  a group  of  men  took  the  train  back  to 
Trinidad,  Colorado  where  they  boarded  the  excursion 
train.  Everyone  in  Las  Vegas  was  on  hand  for  the  arri- 
val of  the  first  through  passenger  train  to  enter  Las 
Vegas.  A brass  band  was  there  for  the  ceremony,  and 
the  governor's  son,  also  named  Miguel  A.  Otero,  was 
the  chairman  of  the  reception  committee  and  wel- 
comed everyone.  The  Citizens  Committee  threw  a 
grand  ball  at  the  Exchange  Hotel  in  Old  Town.  In  New 
Town  the  people  celebrated  at  Close  & Patterson's 
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Dance  Hall,  which  was  open  for  business  at  any  hour 
of  the  day  or  night.'' ^ 

Even  before  the  railroad  reached  Las  Vegas, 
some  of  the  biggest  names  of  the  wild  West  had  been 
spotted  there.  The  records  of  San  Miguel  County  show 
a $25  fine  issued  to  John  H.  Holliday  ("Doc"  Holliday) 
in  March  1879  for  "keeping  an  illegal  gaming  table." 
Doc  Holliday  "opened  his  last  dental  office  in  Las 
Vegas  in  the  spring  of  1879."  In  July  of  1879  he 
opened  a saloon  and  gambling  hall. 

Two  of  the  Earp  brothers,  Wyatt  and  James, 
joined  Doc  in  Las  Vegas  in  the  fall  of  1879.  There  is 
some  evidence  that  Wyatt  Earp  either  purchased  an 
interest  in  or  worked  at  Doc's  saloon  and  gambling 
hall. ■'2  The  Las  Vegas  Optic  reported  on  8 December 
1879  that  Jesse  James  had  been  a lodger  at  the  Las 
Vegas  Hot  Springs,  located  just  north  of  Las  Vegas 
from  26-29  July  1879.  Also,  Henry  F.  Hoyt,  an  itinerant 
physician  and  surveyor,  claimed  to  have  found  his 
friend  Billy  the  Kid  at  the  hot  springs  along  with  a "Mr. 
Howard  from  Tennessee"  who  was,  according  to  the 
Kid,  Jesse  James.''^ 

With  the  railroad.  Las  Vegas  became  a major 
shipping  point  for  cattle  from  New  Mexico  and  Texas. 
The  cowboys  did  their  celebrating  in  its  gambling 
houses  and  dance  halls.  Local  citizens  stayed  away 
from  the  old  plaza  with  its  saloons  on  ever  corner.  It 
was  dangerous  to  walk  the  streets  during  these  cele- 
brations. An  old-timer  once  remarked,  "If  a man  asked 
you  to  drink,  and  you  didn't,  he  had  the  privilege  of 
shooting  you."'^ 

In  the  late  nineteenth  and  early  twentieth  century 
Las  Vegas  was  the  site  of  many  noteworthy  events.  In 
the  summer  of  1899  then  Colonel  Theodore  Roosevelt 
arrived  in  Las  Vegas  for  the  first  annual  Rough  Riders' 
Reunion.  Parades,  speeches,  band  concerts,  rodeo 
events,  and  fireworks  displays  were  all  part  of  this 
event.  ■'5 

In  1912  Las  Vegas  was  selected  to  be  the  site  of 
the  world  heavyweight  championship  between  Jack 
Johnson  and  Jim  Flynn.  Santa  Fe  Railway  "fight  trains" 
were  set  up  to  bring  fans  from  all  parts  of  New  Mexico, 
and  from  outside  the  State.  The  scheduled  forty-five 
round  title  fight  only  lasted  nine  rounds,  when  a mem- 
ber of  the  New  Mexico  Mounted  Police  stopped  the 
fight  and  awarded  Jack  Johnson  the  fight.  On  5 July 
1912,  the  day  after  the  fight,  Johnson  left  Las  Vegas 
with  some  $36, 000. "'6  In  1915  famous  Western  cow- 
boy actor,  Tom  Mix,  filmed  several  movies  in  Las 
Vegas,  with  Las  Vegas  residents  being  hired  as 
extras.''^ 

Having  covered  a little  of  the  history  of  Las 


Vegas,  New  Mexico  and  its  colorful  wild  West  atmo- 
sphere, I will  now  describe  the  Lobby  Bar  token  itself 
and  some  incidents  that  occurred  in  the  Lobby  Bar 
during  its  brief  existence,  circa  1905-1914.  The  Lobby 
Bar  token  that  I own  is  round,  21  millimeters  in  dia- 
meter, and  German  silver  in  metal  content.  The 
obverse  has  the  following  four  line  inscription:  LAD- 
BACH  & BENJAMIN  / 50  / LAS  VEGAS  / N.M.  The 

other  side  has  the  word  LOBBY  surrounded  by  elabor- 
ate, scroll-like  decorative  swirls. 

The  bar  was  located  at  the  corner  of  Railroad  and 
Lincoln  Avenues  in  East  Las  Vegas.''®  An  insurance 
map  from  the  Sanborn  Map  Company  labelled  March 
1908  confirms  the  existence  of  a saloon  at  the  corner 
of  Railroad  and  Lincoln  Avenues  with  the  abbreviation 
"SAL. "■'9  Although  the  reference  catalogue  on  New 
Mexico  trade  tokens  estimates  five  known  examples  of 
the  German  silver  variety  of  the  Lobby  Bar  token,  I was 
informed  that  there  are  actually  about  twelve  speci- 
mens in  existence. 20 

The  Lobby  Bar  comes  to  life  in  a series  of  anec- 
dotal references  in  Las  Vegas  and  Uncle  Joe:  The 
New  Mexico  I Remember.  The  author,  Milton  C.  Nahm, 
describes  his  experiences  with  his  Uncle  Joe,  a very 
colorful  character.  For  about  forty  years  Uncle  Joe 
dealt  cards  in  many  of  the  bars  in  East  Las  Vegas, 
including  the  Lobby  Bar.2''  The  state  police  or  local 
cops  made  periodic  raids  on  the  Opera  Bar  or  the 
Lobby  to  arrest  those  dealing  cards  or  shooting 
craps. 22 

Nahm's  uncle  was  once  talking  to  him  about  a 
statue  of  General  Stephen  Watts  Kearney  of  Civil  War 
fame  that  stood  on  the  Boulevard  in  Las  Vegas.  The 
famous  general  was  seated  on  a army  mule.  Uncle 
Joe,  in  his  earthy  language,  said  "Nobody's  asked  me, 
but  Bill  Harper  and  Mitchell  and  Pat  Molasses  at  the 
Lobby  Bar  tell  me  I'm  right  when  I say  that  it  oughta  be 
a buffalo,  because  then  fatheads  like  you  (the  author, 
Milton  Nahm)  could  learn  something  about  what  your 
great-aunt  ate  when  she  crossed  the  prairie."23 

Once  the  author  and  his  uncle  walked  out  of  a 
courtroom  where  his  uncle  had  been  forced  to  pay  a 
fine  of  $5  for  gambling.  In  fact,  the  justice  of  the  peace 
had  a hand  in  the  poker  game  when  the  police  raided. 
The  case  had  involved  a shooting  and  according  to 
Uncle  Joe  "that  whole  shooting  was  fixed  up  by  a 
smart  gambler  named  Balsch  in  the  Lobby  Bar."24 

In  another  incident  the  author,  Milton  Nahm,  had 
written  an  article  for  the  Las  Vegas  Optic  about  a fight 
"between  a young  middleweight  from  Springer,  New 
Mexico  and  a suspiciously  stout  but  clearly  experi- 
enced fighter  called  ‘Mexican  Pete,'  location  of  stable 
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unknown."  Nahm  took  the  article  for  his  Uncle  Joe  to 
read.  Uncle  Joe  said  "...maybe  I didn't  see  it  straight 
like  you  did  because  I listened  to  the  boys  at  the  Lobby 
Bar  on  Tuesday  night.  What  they  was  arguing  was 
whether  Pete  should  take  the  dive  in  the  third  or  fourth 

round.  Pete  finally  settled  it.  Said  he  couldn't  stand  up 
in  a ring  no  more  than  three  rounds.  He's  going  on  fifty. 
But  he  makes  a pretty  good  living  going  around  hick 
towns  like  this  and  diving  into  the  tank  when  they  tell 
him  to."  Later  Uncle  Joe  remarked,  "You  wait  until  that 
young  feller  (Pete)  from  Springer  climbs  into  the  same 
ring  with  Gorilla  Jones  in  El  Paso  next  month.  That's 
what  Shorty  and  Harper  and  Laubach  (name  on  the 
Lobby  bar  token)  have  been  building  him  up  for."25 

Once  Uncle  Joe  told  his  nephew  about  the  time 
he  and  his  Dad  had  laid  out  three  claims  during  the 
Oklahoma  land  rush.  Uncle  Joe  had  "showed  a copy  of 
my  piece  of  paper  to  a young  fellow  dropped  in  to  Eli's 
(Eli  Green's  Lobby^S)  one  night  for  a drink.  He  and  one 
of  the  surveyors  on  the  Storrie  Dam  (built  in  Las 
Vegas,  New  Mexico)  said  the  three  of  us  had  landed  in 
the  alley  back  of  the  State  Capitol.  When  we  was  there 
you  couldn't  get  a dime  a dozen  for  it.  Now,  they  grow 
oil  rigs  right  there  where  Paw  and  Unc  and  me 

camped. "27 

Another  time  his  Uncle  Joe  gave  "...up  a firm  grip 
on  Harper's  (Harper's  Lobby  bar)  mahogany  bar,  with 
its  amiable  host  behind  it  and  Pat  Molassers  dabbing 
away  with  a damp  cloth  at  the  beer  glasses' 
smudges."28  His  uncle  "...had  been  standing  at  Bill 
Harper's  bar"  when  a man  came  in  and  wanted  some- 
one to  guide  him  and  his  red  Stutz  Bearcat  to  Albu- 
querque since  he  was  unfamiliar  with  New  Mexico 
territory.  His  uncle  had  no  pressing  duties  to  perform 
and  decided  to  go  along. 29 

Milton  Nahm  had  written  an  article  in  the  Las 
Vegas  Optic  about  a case  involving  a journalist  named 
Carl  Magee.  (Magee  would  later  testify  in  Washington 
about  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Albert  Fall,  where  he 
alleged  bribery  on  the  part  of  Fall.  This  was  the  famous 
"Teapot  Dome"  scandal  which  shook  Washington  and 
the  country  in  the  late  1920s.)  When  he  accused  a 
clerk  of  the  State  Supreme  Court  of  "pocketing  court 
funds  with  sanction  by  Supreme  Court  Justice  Frank 
W.  Parker,  that  justice  indicted  Magee  for  defamation 
and  criminal  libel,  for  which  he  was  to  be  tried  before 
Judge  David  J.  Leahy  of  the  Fourth  Judicial  District." 
When  he  was  brought  before  Judge  Leahy  he  said,  "I 
deny  that  this  a cgurt."  Judge  Leahy  arraigned  him  for 
contempt  of  court.^o 

Magee  eventually  received  two  pardons  from  the 
governor  of  New  Mexico.  But  the  story  doesn't  end 
here.  "When  Judge  Leahy  entered  the  Meadows  Hotel 


in  Las  Vegas  on  August  12,  1925,  he  saw  Magee  there 
and  knocked  him  down  and  kicked  him."  Magee  fired 
an  automatic  pistol  at  the  judge,  missing  him  but  killing 
an  innocent  bystander.  He  was  found  not  guilty  of 
manslaughter  in  this  case,  where  his  lawyer  presented 
evidence  of  self-defense.  Magee  later  moved  to  Okla- 
homa City,  where  he  became  very  wealthy  as  the 
inventor  of  the  parking  meter.3i 

The  trials  involving  Magee,  and  eventually  Albert 
Fall,  were  discussed  at  length  in  the  Lobby  bar.  Milton 
Nahm  saw  his  Uncle  Joe  standing  outside  the  court- 
room in  Las  Vegas.  His  uncle  said,  "There  had  been  a 
lot  of  talk  at  the  Lobby  the  night  before,  ...  and  it  cov- 
ered everything  from  the  Judge  right  through  the  jury, 
the  defendant,  the  lawyers,  and  the  deputies.  The  sym- 
posium had  about  run  out  of  both  information  and  mis- 
information and  was  drifting  off  to  the  card  tables  in  the 
back  room,  when  one  chap  at  the  bar  said  he  recog- 
nized Stacklebeck." 

Stacklebeck  was  a journalist  who  had  stuck  "...his 
journalist  nose  into  the  affairs  of  no  less  a personage 
than  Senator  Albert  B.  Fall."  Fall  "had  warned  Magee 
to  "back  away"  from  the  State  Land  Office  or  take  what 
was  coming  to  him."32  Even  though  Magee  was  even- 
tually pardoned.  Uncle  Joe  said  one  day  that  "Some- 
body might  'a  got  killed."  His  uncle  continued,  "The 
boys  in  the  backroom  of  the  Lobby  was  betting  five-to- 
one  - and  they're  the  fellows  in  this  man's  town  who 
make  bets  on  lead  pipe  cinches  and  nothing  else  - 
that  Magee'd  never  walk  out  of  the  courthouse  alive. 
They  even  bet  the  day  it'd  happen. "33 

One  time  Mitchell  and  Uncle  Joe  were  smoking 
away  in  the  car  while  riding  with  Harper.  Harper  said, 
"Where  in  hell  did  you  two  scrape  up  that  camel  dung 
you're  smoking?"  Uncle  Joe  said,  "Whose  tobacco  do 
you  think  we'd  be  smoking?  You  old  bastard,  we're 
smoking  your  tobacco.  We  borrowed  it  out  of  that  old 
jar  on  your  desk  at  the  Lobby."  "You're  a goddam  liar, 
Joe,"  said  Harper.  "No  one  could  smoke  what  you've 
got  in  that  pipe  and  live." 

Uncle  Joe  and  Mitchell  had  "...  hinted  hard  ...to 
Harper  that  what  he  was  doing  was  ruining  our  consti- 
tutions. But  he  always  thought  we  was  fooling.  So 
when  we  told  Pat  Molasses  good-by  this  morning  while 
he  was  washing  down  the  bar  (Lobby  Bar),  we  filled 
these  corncobs  out  of  Harper's  tobacco  bowl  and  fig- 
ure to  give  it  to  him  good.  Mitchell  here  brought  some 
more  along  in  his  pockets.  'Course,  you  noticed,  the 
joke  almost  killed  us  and  here's  Harper,  healthy  as 
ever."3'^ 

Anecdotes  aside,  I also  acquired  some  hard  data 
on  the  two  men  on  the  Lobby  bar  token.  I owe  this 
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research  to  a graduate  assistant  at  the  Donnelly  Lib- 
rary at  New  Mexico  Highlands  University. ^5  The  1900 
City  and  Business  Directory  of  Las  Vegas  she  sent  me 
lists  a J.  J.  Laubach  as  a bartender  at  The  Antlers,  and 
as  residing  at  the  Rawlins  House  on  the  East  side  of 
Las  Vegas.  In  the  same  1900  directory,  a W.  G.  Benja- 
min is  listed  as  a roulette  dealer  at  Forsythe  & Lowry 
and  as  residing  at  115  Sixth  Street  on  the  East  side  of 
Las  Vegas. 

The  1906  City  and  Business  Directory  lists  W.  G. 
Benjamin  as  proprietor  of  the  Lobby  and  as  residing  at 
519  Washington  Avenue.  The  same  1906  directory 
also  lists  J.  Laubach  as  a proprietor  of  the  Lobby  and 
as  residing  at  920  Tilden  Avenue.  The  1912-1913  edi- 
tion of  the  City  and  Business  Directory  lists  J.  J.  Lau- 
bach as  a saloon  keeper  of  the  Lobby  Saloon  and  as 
residing  at  1102  Lincoln  Avenue  with  his  wife,  a Mrs.  J. 
J.  Laubach.  Their  phone  number  is  given  as  "Main 
432." 

The  same  1912-1913  directory  also  lists  W.  G. 
Benjamin  as  a saloon  keeper  of  the  Lobby  Saloon  and 
as  residing  at  519  Washington  Avenue.  His  phone 
number  is  given  as  "Main  105."  There  is  also  a listing 
in  this  1912-1913  directory  for  the  "Lobby  Saloon, 
Laubach  & Benjamin,  props.  433  Railroad  Ave.  Phone 
Main  25."  An  advertisement  for  "The  Lobby"  appears  in 
the  1912  directory:  "The  Lobby  *******  ONLY  THE 
Best  Goods  Obtainable  SOLD  Laubach  & Benjamin 
PROPRIETORS." 

The  1919  City  and  Business  Directory  of  Las 
Vegas  lists  Waldo  G.  Benjamin  as  city  clerk,  his  office 
in  City  Hall  with  phone  number  67,  and  as  residing  at 
519  Washington  Avenue  with  phone  number  105.  The 
same  directory  lists  an  Edward  E.  Hite  as  proprietor  of 
the  Lobby  and  Merchants  Cafes  and  as  residing  at 
51714  Douglas  Avenue.  The  1919  directory  also  has  an 
advertisement  for  the  Lobby  Cafe  with  E.  E.  Hite  listed 
as  Proprietor,  and  also  noting  A La  Carte  and  Popular 
Prices,  located  opposite  the  Santa  Fe  Depot. 

The  above  information  strongly  suggests  that  the 
token  is,  in  fact,  a territorial  token,  since  the  name 
"Lobby"  (which  is  found  on  the  token)  appears  in  the 
1906  City  and  Business  directory  of  Las  Vegas,  while 
in  the  1912-1913  directory  the  name  had  been 
changed  to  "Lobby  Saloon."  And  since  the  Territory  of 
New  Mexico  became  the  State  of  New  Mexico  in  1912, 
it  is  likely  that  the  "Lobby"  bar  existed  only  in  territorial 
days. 

The  building  that  the  Lobby  bar  was  located  in  is 
still  standing  at  the  corner  of  Lincoln  and  Railroad 
avenues.  It  is  shut  down  but  was  most  recently  called 
the  El  Casino  Bar.  It  is  presently  owned  by  Pat  and 


Johnny  Larson,  who  had  purchased  it  from  Pete  Ortiz. 
Pete  Ortiz  had  bought  it  from  Ralph  Padilla.  Ralph 
Padilla,  in  turn,  had  purchased  it  from  some  people 
with  the  last  name  of  Stern,  who  may  have  been  the 
last  people  to  own  it  as  the  Lobby  Saloon  and  Cafe. 

Remarkably,  the  graduate  assistant  from  New 
Mexico  Highlands  University  has  a direct  familial 
connection  with  the  Lobby  bar.  From  written  corre- 
spondence with  her,  she  told  me  that  "I  also  asked 
some  people  in  the  community,  many  of  them  never 
heard  of  the  bar  before.  I did  get  some  information 
from  my  father  who  has  heard  of  the  place."  Her  father, 
Joe  T.  Sena,  who  was  born  in  1914,  was  a bartender 
for  many  years.  He  remembers  his  father  speaking 
about  the  place.  "My  father  says  he  remembers  my 
grandfather  mentioning  going  to  the  bar,  but  that  is 
about  all  he  knows." 

The  graduate  assistant's  grandfather,  Cecilio 
Sena,  Sr.,  was  born  on  3 November  1886  and  died  on 
4 June  1979  at  the  age  of  93.  He  worked  at  the  Normal 
University  (the  present  day  New  Mexico  Highlands 
University)  as  a custodian,  and  the  graduate  assistant 
believes  that  he  was  also  a custodian  at  the  New  Mexi- 
co State  Hospital  in  Las  Vegas,  but  couldn't  confirm 
that.  He  was  married  to  Endalesia  Garcia  and  had  two 
children  with  her.  After  she  died,  he  married  Kenuta 
Padilla  and  had  three  children  with  her.  In  addition,  he 
had  another  child  from  another  woman  whose  name  is 
not  known.  Cecilio  Sena,  Sr.  was  definitely  a patron  of 
the  Lobby  bar,  and  who  knows,  he  may  have  plunked 
down  the  German  silver  5^  token  on  the  Lobby's 
mahogany  bar  for  a glass  of  cold  beer.  And  who  says 
tokens  don't  speak  out  loud  about  the  history  of  the 
Wild  West,  and  the  people  who  lived  there? 

FOOTNOTES 
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Francis  Albert  Sinatra  Gets  a National  Medal:  You 
May  Not  Be  Able  To  Acquire  the  Duplicate 


By  David  L.  Ganz 
TAMS  LM  133 

"I'll  do  it  my  way,"  was  the  verbiage  in  his  theme 
song,  and  could  well  have  been  a life  motto.  The  song 
"New  York,  New  York,"  though  sung  by  others,  was 
orchestrated  for  him  as  his  own  - and  is  indeed  the  City 
across  the  river  from  where  he  grew  up,  and  where  he 
first  achieved  stardom. 

Latest  in  a lifetime  of  kudos  came  in  the  form  of  a 
national  mint  medal,  authorized  on  14  May  1997  - just 
a year  before  his  death  on  15  May  1998  - with  the  pas- 
sage of  Pubic  Law  105-14  (111  Stat.  32).  The  original 
gold  version  of  the  Congressional  medal  was  slated  for 
presentation  by  President  Clinton  to  Old  Blue  Eyes, 
himself,  Francis  Albert  (Frank)  Sinatra. 

Only  his  death  and  an  interesting  year-long  dispute 
concerning  the  Mint's  portrait  depicting  the  singer  in  his 
prime  prevented  the  formal  White  House  presentation  to 
Sinatra  himself  (it  went  to  his  family).  That  same  portrai- 
ture dispute  now  threatens  the  ability  of  collectors  to  buy 
the  duplicate  from  the  Mint,  and  although  the  Sinatra 
medal  is  listed  in  the  Mint's  on-line  catalogue  des- 
cription, the  duplicate  itself  is  presently  unavailable. 

Only  116  individuals  in  the  entire  222  year  history  of 
the  United  States  have  been  awarded  a Congressional 
gold  medal,  and  the  ranks  do  not  swell  easily  given  that 
average  of  about  one  every  two  years  - though  1998 
could  be  the  year  in  which  ten  new  medals  are  author- 
ized (one  for  Gerald  & Betty  Ford,  the  others  for  the  Lit- 
tle Rock  9).  Frank  Sinatra,  whose  life  could  be  charac- 
terized as  being  in  the  fast  lane,  is  a well-known  Ameri- 
can icon  whose  medal  is  sandwiched  between  awards 
to  two  international  icons  of  religiosity:  Ruth  and  Rev. 
Billy  Graham,  the  evangelist  (the  114th  recipient);  and 
the  late  Mother  Teresa  of  Calcutta  (the  1 16th  recipient). 

Designed  by  the  Mint  engraving  staff  at  the  Phila- 
delphia Mint,  and  produced  with  as  many  as  six  strikes 
on  the  hydraulic  press  capable  of  bringing  up  the  design 
on  a three  inch  gold  medal,  the  medal  honors  Sinatra 
for  his  "outstanding  and  enduring  contributions  through 
his  entertainment  career  and  humanitarian  activities." 
Legislation  to  award  the  medal  was  introduced  by  New 
York's  Senator  Alphonse  D'Amato,  the  Republican 
chairman  of  the  Senate  Banking  Committee,  on  12 


February  1997,  after  about  a month  of  research  by  the 
support  staff  of  his  legislative  office.  They  canvassed 
hobby  leaders  to  ascertain  a general  feeling  about  auth 
orizing  a medal  for  the  suave  crooner  whose  mellifluous 
voice  has  charmed  successive  generations  since  the 
late  1930s  — to  see  if  it  was  appropriate  to  add  Sinatra 
to  a roster  that  began  with  General  George  Washington 
during  the  Revolutionary  War. 

By  the  time  he  died  on  15  May  1998  Sinatra  had 
already  recorded  and  released  200  albums,  and  was 
truly  the  "Chairman  of  the  Board,"  a description  of  him 
as  he  led  the  so-called  entertainment  "rat  pack"  in  the 
late  1950s  and  early  1960s.  Introduced  as  S.  305  by 
Senator  D'Amato,  the  bill  was  immediately  referred  to 
the  Senate  Banking,  Housing  & Urban  Affairs  Commit- 
tee that  he  coincidentally  chairs.  By  24  February 
cosponsors  were  added,  and  by  the  next  day  some 
cosponsors  dropped  out  of  the  promotion.  The  Banking 
Committee  was  discharged  from  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  on  26  February  and  the  matter  went  directly  to 
the  floor  of  the  United  States  Senate,  where  it  passed 
by  voice  vote  on  Feb.  26. 

Cosponsors  included  a diverse  group  of  53  mem- 
bers, including  23  Democrats  and  30  Republicans 
crossing  a wide  variety  of  ideologies  of  conservative, 
liberal,  family  value  proponents,  and  proponents  of  a 
very  different  philosophy.  They  all  seemed  united  in 
paying  tribute  and  homage  to  a classy  entertainer  who 
has  served  Democratic  and  Republican  Administrations 
as  First  Entertainer.  The  proceedings  in  the  Senate 
amounted  to  a love-fest.  Sen.  D'Amato  called  upon  the 
Senate  to  award  the  gold  medal  "not  only  to  recognize 
Frank  Sinatra  as  one  of  the  most  notable  entertainers  of 
our  time,  but  also  to  recognize  his  unsurpassed  humani- 
tarian efforts." 

"Examples  of  his  [good]  work  stretch  from  Hoboken, 
New  Jersey  to  the  Hebrew  University  in  Jerusalem,  and 
many  points  in  between...  He  is  not  one  to  trumpet  his 
good  will.  And  that...  is  a class  act,"  D'Amato  declared. 

With  Senate  passage,  action  shifted  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  where,  on  27  February,  the  Senate- 
passed  legislation  was  sent;  it  was  in  turn  referred  that 
same  day  to  the  House  Banking  & Financial  Services 
Committee.  On  29  April  1997  Rep.  Michael  Castle,  R- 
Del.,  chair  of  the  House  coinage  subcommittee,  moved 
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to  suspend  the  rules  and  award  Sinatra  the  Congres- 
sional gold  medal.  "I  rise  in  support  of  H.R.  279,  the  bill 
to  award  a Congressional  Gold  medal  to...  a man  who  is 
perhaps  better  known  to  many  Americans  as  Old  Blue 
Eyes,  the  Chairman  of  the  Board,  or  simply  the  Voice," 
he  explained. 

Castle  noted  the  standard  that  the  House  imposed 
for  a Congressional  medal:  "someone  who  has  per- 
formed an  achievement  that  has  an  impact  on  American 
history  and  culture  that  is  likely  to  be  recognized  as  a 
major  achievement  in  the  recipient's  field  long  after  the 
achievement  itself"  "Frank  Sinatra  is  perhaps  the  great- 
est singer  of  popular  American  music  in  this  century... 
[with  a]  career  [that]  spans  over  six  decades,"  Castle 
said.  The  legislation,  Castle  said,  "has  not  received  any 
special  treatment.  I told...  [Jose]  Serrano  [D-N.Y.]  that  it 
must  demonstrate  wide  support  by  getting  290  spon- 
sored in  the  House...  The  bill  has  302  cosponsors, 
including  bipartisan  support  from  Members  of  the  House 
leadership." 

Rep.  Floyd  Flake,  D-N.Y.,  ranking  minority  member 
of  the  House  coinage  subcommittee  that  handles  Con- 
gressional gold  medals,  also  congratulated  Rep.  Ser- 
rano for  "his  diligence,  his  tenacity"  complaining  that 
Serrano  "has  been  driving  me  crazy  trying  to  make  sure 
that  at  the  point  that  he  had  his  290  signatures  we 
would  be  willing  to  bring  it  to  the  floor."  "So  I think  this  is 
a great  day  for  us  and  a great  day  for  the  Sinatra  Fam- 
ily," Flake  declared,  acknowledging  that  Sinatra  was 
"watching  us  today  on  TV  at  this  very  moment. 

Jose  Serrano  noted  his  backing  was  due  to  his 
father,  who  when  he  "came  back  from  he  Army  after 
World  War  II...  brought  home  with  him  to  Puerto  Rico  a 
set  of  78  RPM  records...  my  introduction  to  the  English 
language.,  and...  my  introduction  to  the  voice  of  Frank 
Sinatra."  Serrano  acknowledged  that  he  owns  "290 
Sinatra  records,  LPs,  hundreds  of  CDs  and  tapes,  and 
even  noted  that  his  "e-mail  address  is  Frank2  even 
though  my  name  is  Jose." 

Rep.  Sonny  Bono  (R-Cal.),  who  was  formerly  the 
husband  and  straight-man  to  singer  Cher,  entered  pre- 
pared remarks  in  the  Congressional  Record  that  speaks 
legions  about  a whole  generation  of  admirers  of  Sinatra. 
"Aside  from  the  fact  that  while  growing  up,  Frank  Sina- 
tra was  my  total  hero,  and  I desperately  wanted  him  to 
marry  my  sister  so  I could  be  related  to  him,  Frank  Sina- 
tra helped  define  America  for  the  rest  of  the  world."  "Al- 
though he  was  not  a scholar,  his  impact  on  our  national 
culture  was  enormous,"  Bono  explained,  noting  "it  was  a 
very  positive  impact.  Frank  became  as  identified  with 
America  as  'mom  and  apple  pie.'"  Bono,  himself,  was 


to  die  tragically  in  a skiing  accident  before  the  end  of  the 
105th  Congress. 

A mere  two  months  after  its  introduction,  on  29  April 
1997,  the  proposal  passed  the  House  by  voice  vote, 
and  on  1 May  1997  the  enrolled  bill  returned  to  the  Sen- 
ate for  final  certification  (referred  to  in  the  Congres- 
sional Record  of  May  5).  Just  ten  days  later  President 
Bill  Clinton  put  his  signature  onto  Public  Law  105-14. 

What  next  emerged  is  a comedy  of  errors,  and  mis- 
cues,  if  not  just  bad  judgment,  given  the  age  (81  at  the 
time  of  the  award)  of  the  intended  recipient.  The  Mint's 
engraving  department,  by  all  accounts,  put  together  a 
remarkable  likeness  of  Sinatra,  reduced  it  to  medal- 
size,  and  executed  it  only  to  find  that  the  likeness,  of 
Sinatra  in  a pork-pie  hat,  was  copyrighted.  This  put  the 
Mint  in  a dilemma,  one  that  proved  impossible  for  them 
to  resolve  within  the  time  frame  that  a higher  power  put 
for  a personal  presentation. 

The  Congressional  medal  lacking.  President  and 
Mrs.  Clinton  nonetheless  issued  a personal  statement 
reflecting  the  awe  in  which  this  entertainer  was  held  by 
an  entire  generation  of  Americans  who  knew  his  voice, 
and  style.  "Hillary  and  I were  deeply  saddened  to  hear 
of  the  death  of  a musical  legend  and  an  American  icon- 
Frank  Sinatra.  Early  in  his  long  career,  fans  dubbed  him 
"The  Voice."  And  that  was  the  first  thing  America 
noticed  about  Frank  Sinatra:  that  miraculous  voice, 
strong  and  subtle,  wisecracking  and  wistful,  streetwise 
but  defiantly  sweet. 

"In  time  he  became  so  much  more.  Sinatra  was  a 
spellbinding  performer,  on  stage  or  on  screen,  in  musi- 
cals, comedies  and  dramas.  He  built  one  of  the  world's 
most  important  record  companies.  He  won  countless 
awards,  from  the  Grammy  (nine  times)  to  the  Academy 
Award,  to  the  Presidential  Medal  of  Freedom.  And  he 
dedicated  himself  to  humanitarian  causes." 

Perhaps  in  time  the  mechanics  of  reproducing  the 
mint  medal  version  of  this  Congressional  tribute  will  be 
worked  out  and  collectors  will,  indeed,  have  another  col- 
lectible. 


Join  CWTS! 

The  Civil  War  Token  Society  is  dedicated  to  the  study 
of  the  tokens  which  were  issued  during  the  American 
Civil  War.  A sister  society  to  TAMS,  the  CWTS  has  a 
long  history  of  service  to  the  hobby.  For  information 
about  the  CWTS  please  write  Dale  Cade,  26548 
Mazur  Dr.,  Rancho  Palos  Verdes,  CA  90275. 
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by  David  E.  Schenkman 

Railroad  cord  wood  tokens  are  very  desirable  and 
scarce  items  --  genuine  ones,  that  is!  Unfortunately, 
most  of  the  pieces  that  have  come  on  the  market 
recently  are  fantasies.  I've  discussed  some  of  them  in 
previous  installments  of  this  series,  and  in  the  last  issue 
I mentioned  having  received  a letter  from  a TAMS  mem- 
ber who  offered  for  sale  some  brass,  incuse  letter, 
MCRR  cord  wood  tokens.  They  were  obviously  of  very 
recent  manufacture. 

TAMS  member  Mervin  Mahler  read  the  article  and 
sent  me  four  MCRR  tokens  which  he  purchased  from 
an  antique  dealer  in  California.  The  dealer  "authenti- 
cated" them  by  citing  the  book  Rail  Road  Collectibles, 
which  was  mentioned  in  the  last  column.  Mr.  Mahler  has 
generously  donated  these  tokens  to  the  TAMS  refer- 
ence collection,  for  which  we  are  most  appreciative. 


obv;  MCRR 

rev:  WOOD  / ENG  44/1/4  CORD 
brass,  26mm,  all  lettering  incuse 


obv:  MCRR 

rev:  WOOD  / ENG  44  / 3/4  CORD 
brass,  26mm,  all  lettering  incuse 


obv:  MCRR 

rev:  WOOD  / ENG  44  / 1 CORD 
brass,  26mm,  all  lettering  incuse 

The  following  token  was  sent  to  me  by  a member 
in  Texas  who  wanted  to  know  whether  it  is  a fantasy.  It 
is,  and  obviously  is  the  work  of  the  same  person  who 
made  the  MCRR  fantasies. 


obv:  MCRR 

rev:  WOOD  / ENG  44  / 1/2  CORD 
brass,  26mm,  all  lettering  incuse 


obv:  SPRR 

rev:  WOOD  / ENG  88  / 1 CORD 
brass,  26mm,  all  lettering  incuse 


14  February  1999 


Those  interested  in  railroad  wood  cord  tokens 
might  be  well  served  by  reading  an  article  I wrote  on  the 
subject.  Published  in  the  December  1988  issue  of  the 


TAMS  Journal,  it  illustrates  most  known  types  of  genu- 
ine tokens. 

Correspondence  or  donations  of  counterfeits, 
restrikes,  and  fantasies  to  the  TAMS  collection  should 
be  sent  to  David  E.  Schenkman,  P.O.  Box  366,  Bryan- 
town,  MD  20617. 


Mexico  Highlands  University,  Las  Vegas,  New 
Mexico,  from  May-August,  1998. 

36.  Josephine  Gutierrez,  written  correspondence. 

1999  CALENDAR  FEATURES 
NUMISMATIC  ITEMS 


Lobby  Bar  Token  from  Las  Vegas 

(Concluded  from  page  11) 

10.  Land  Fulton  and  Paul  Morgan,  eds.  New  Mexico's 
Own  Chronicle  (Dallas,  Texas:  Banks  Upshaw  and 
Company,  1937):  283. 

11.  Fulton  and  Morgan:  284. 

12.  Howard  Bryan.  Wildest  of  the  Wildest  West  (Santa 
Fe,  New  Mexico:  Clear  Light  Publishers,  1988): 
105. 

13.  Bryan:  101. 

14.  Lesley  Polling-Kemps.  The  Harvey  Girls:  Women 
Who  Opened  the  West  (New  York  City,  New  York: 
Paragon  House,  1989):  153. 

15.  Bryan:  245-246. 

16.  Bryan:  247-250. 

17.  Bryan:  251-253. 

18.  John  H.  Schilling  and  Connie  Schilling.  Loose-Leaf 
Catalog  of  New  Mexico  Trade  Tokens  and  related 
material  (Reno,  Nevada:  John  H.  Schilling,  1995): 
103. 

19.  Sanborn  Map  Company,  sheet  3 of  20  maps  of  Las 
Vegas,  New  Mexico,  March,  1908.  Courtesy,  Lib- 
rary of  Congress  Geography  and  Map  Reading 
Room. 

20.  Phone  conversation  with  a noted  collector  of 
Western  exonumia. 

21.  Milton  Charles  Nahm.  Las  Vegas  and  Uncle  Joe: 
The  New  Mexico  I Remember  (Norman,  Okla- 
homa: University  of  Oklahoma  Press,  1964):  17. 

22.  Nahm:  19. 

23.  Nahm:  28. 

24.  Nahm:  42. 

25.  Nahm:  82-83. 

26.  Nahm:  16. 

27.  Nahm:  120. 

28.  Nahm:  126. 

29.  Nahm:  128. 

30.  Lynn  Perrigo.  Gateway  to  Glorietta  (Boulder,  Colo- 
rado: Pruett  Publishing  Company,  1982):  94. 

31.  Perrigo:  96. 

32.  Nahm:  189. 

33.  Nahm:  212. 

34.  Nahm:  248-249. 

35.  Written  correspondence  from  Josephine  Gutierrez, 
Graduate  Assistant  at  the  Donnelly  Library,  New 


1999  COIN  & I 
PAPER  money] 
CALENDAR,^ 


A potpourri  of  unusual  numismatic  items  from  the 
eighteenth  through  twentieth  centuries  are  illustrated  in 
a beautiful  1999  calendar  produced  by  Krause  Publica- 
tions. A different  type  of  numismatic  specialty  is  fea- 
tured each  month.  Civil  War  tokens  are  presented  for 
the  month  of  July,  and  eight  enlarged  color  photographs 
of  representative  tokens  grace  the  top  section  of  that 
page  of  the  large,  12"x16.5"  calendar. 

In  addition  to  U.S.  coins  and  currency  such  items 
as  Civil  War  postage  envelopes  and  encased  postage 
stamps,  colonial  bank  notes,  fractional  currency,  mer- 
chant scrip,  broken  bank  notes,  and  military  payment 
certificates  are  featured.  On  the  calendar,  dates  of  num- 
ismatic significance  are  mentioned. 

The  calendar  is  offered  as  a free  premium  with  a 
new  or  renewed  subscription  to  any  of  the  Krause  num- 
ismatic publications.  Or,  it  may  be  purchased  for  $8.95 
plus  $2.00  shipping  from  Coin  Calendar,  Krause  Publi- 
cations, 700  E.  State  St.,  lola,  Wl  54990.  Credit  card 
customers  can  order  by  calling  (800)  258-0929. 
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directly  to  the  TAMS  Journal  • 

Editor.  • 


TAMS  Journal  IS 


INDEX  TO  VOLUME  38  (1 998) 


Compiled  by  David  E. 

Schenkman 

Page  Number 

Issue 

1-32 

February 

33-60 

April 

61-92 

June 

93-124 

August 

125-156 

October 

157-194 

December 

A 

A New  Medal  From  California 

Akin,  Kevin 

103 


Attribution  of  Four  Countermarked  Tokens  from 
Baker,  Oregon  1U 

American  Numismatic  Association  Issues  Medal  For 
1998  Convention  ■ 96 

(Arkansas) 

Arkansas  Numismatic  Society  Celebrates  Golden 
Anniversary  16 

Arkansas  Numismatic  Society  Celebrates  Golden 
Anniversary  15 

(Armenia) 

Armenian  Embassy  Commemorative  Medal  From 
Ottawa  130 

Armenian  Embassy  Commemorative  Medal  From 
Ottawa  1 30 

Attribution  of  Four  Countermarked  Tokens  from 
Baker,  Oregon  10 

(Automotive) 

Ford  Employee  Factory  Badges  64 
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(Baseball) 

Token  Mementos  Of  Our  National  Pastime  165 
Book  Auction!  23 

Brown,  Ray  W. 

Memphis'  Western  Foundry  67 

C 


New  Medal  From  California,  A ic 

Catalog  Of  Montana  Tokens  Planned  4 

Chattanooga  Coin  Club  Releases  Commemorative 


Medal  129  134 

Chess  Themes  In  Medallic  Art  69 

Club  Cancels  Show  But  Has  Medals  Struck  I6 

Coffee  Token  Catalog  Supplement  46 

Collection  Stolen  93 

Congram,  Marjorie 

Sports  Medals  39 

(Counterfeit  and  Fantasy  Tokens) 


Counterfeit,  Restrike,  And  Fantasy  Token  Update 

12,  43,  73,  103,  135,  164 

Counterfeit,  Restrike,  And  Fantasy  Token  Update 

12,  43,  73,  103,  135,  164 


D 


D'Amico,  Nicholas 

The  Medals  of  King  Vittorio  Emanuele  III  of  Italy 
1900-1946  14 

Doggersbank  Medals,  The  8 


E 


(Emanuele  III,  King  Vittorio) 

The  Medals  of  King  Vittorio  Emanuele  III  of  Italy 
1900-1946  14 

F 


(Florida) 

Token  News  From  Florida  99 

"Tokenews"  Offers  Many  Articles  19 

For  Chip  Collectors  99 

Ford  Employee  Factory  Badges  64 

(Franklin,  Benjamin) 


The  Medals  Of  Franklin  75,  104,  136,  178 

(Fraser,  James  Earle) 

Sculpture  By  Buffalo  Nickel  Designer  To  Be 
Honored  On  Medal  163 

From  The  Bookshelf  3,35,160 


(California) 

Club  Cancels  Show  But  Has  Medals  Struck  16 
Great  Roman  Revival  Fiasco,  The  100 

Medal  Commemorates  Club's  Fiftieth 
Anniversary  42 

Mystery  Writer's  Article  in  CES  Newsletter  82 


New  Catalog  Of  California  Tokens  Published  98 


G 

Gallery  Mint  Presentation  A Highlight  Of  The  ANA 
Summer  Seminar  129 

Gilroy  Roberts  Exhibit  Opens  in  Florida  15 

Great  Roman  Revival  Fiasco,  The  100 

Greenslet,  Phil  W. 
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The  Medals  Of  Franklin  75,  104,  136,  178 

Grinolds,  Dick 

President's  Message  94,  126 
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Hallenbeck,  Kenneth  L. 

President's  Message  38,  62 

(Hallenbeck,  Kenneth  L.) 

TAMS  Releases  Past  President  Medai  gy 

(Hawaii) 

A 1997  Hawaii  Trade  Doiiar  25 

1998  Maui,  Hawaii  Trade  Dollar  Issued  55 


I 


New  Catalog  Of  California  Tokens  Published  98 
New  Lumber  Token  Catalog  Published  135 

(New  York) 

Tour  Token  issued  By  Society  99 

1998  Maui,  Hawaii  Trade  Dollar  Issued  55 

1998  Olympic  Memorabilia  And  Coin  Show  46 


O 

O'Callighan,  Tim 

Ford  Employee  Factory  Badges  64 

(Oregon) 

Attribution  of  Four  Countermarked  Tokens  from 
Baker,  Oregon  10 
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Irion,  Peter 

From  The  Bookshelf  3,  35,  160 
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Katharine  Von  Bora  Commemorated  162 

(Kentucky) 

Louisville  Coin  Club  Medal  184 

L 

Lighterman,  Mark 

Secretary's  Report  2,  34,  62,  94,  126,  158 

Louisville  Coin  Club  Medal  184 

(Lumber) 

New  Lumber  Token  Catalog  Published  135 

M 


Maverick  Trade  Tokens  Of  Nebraska  Cataloged  97 
Mavericks  20,  47,  78,  108,  141,  180 

Medal  Commemorates  Club's  Fiftieth  Anniversary 

42 

Medals  Of  Franklin,  The  75,  104,  136,  178 

Medals  of  King  Vittorio  Emanuele  III  of  Italy 


1900-1946,  The  14 

(Melanchthon,  Philipp) 

Philipp  Melanchthon's  Birth  Commemorated  13 
Memphis'  Western  Foundry  67 

(Montana) 

Catalog  Of  Montana  Tokens  Planned  45 

More  "Taxing"  News  14,  98 

Mutch,  John  D. 

Mavericks  20,  47,  78,  108,  141,  180 

Mysterious  Besse  System  Tokens,  The  46 

Mystery  Writer's  Article  in  CES  Newsletter 


N 


(Nebraska) 

Maverick  Trade  Tokens  Of  Nebraska  Cataloged 

97 


P 


Patrick  Mint  Is  Back,  The  15 

Peterson,  Norman  G. 

"Sooting"  Of  Tokens  Update  45 

"Prayer  Medailion"  Released  97 

President's  Message  38,  62,  94,  126 


R 


Radcliff,  Robert  R. 

Chess  Themes  In  Medallic  Art  69 

Remick,  Jerry 

A 1997  Hawaii  Trade  Dollar  25 

1998  Maui,  Hawaii  Trade  Dollar  Issued  55 

(Roberts,  Gilroy) 

Gilroy  Roberts  Exhibit  Opens  in  Florida  15 

Rubio,  Jose  Luis 

Uruguayan  Medal  Commemorates  British 
Coronation  13 


S 

Sanfilippo,  Gino 

The  Mysterious  Besse  System  Tokens  46 

Saryan,  L.  A. 

Armenian  Embassy  Commemorative  Medal  From 
Ottawa  1 30 

Schenkman,  David  E. 

Counterfeit,  Restrike,  And  Fantasy  Token 
Update  12,  43,  73,  103,  135,  164 

Gallery  Mint  Presentation  A Highlight  Of  The 


ANA  Summer  Seminar  129 

Index  to  Volume  37  (1997)  17 

Token  Mementos  Of  Our  National  Pastime  165 

Schimmel,  Jerry  F. 

The  Great  Roman  Revival  Fiasco  100 

Scrip  Collectors  To  Meet  23 

Sculpture  By  Buffalo  Nickel  Designer  To  Be 
Honored  On  Medal  163 
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Sebring,  Thomas  H. 

The  Doggersbank  Medals  8 

The  Tobago  Medals  133 

Secretary's  Report  2,  34,  62,  94,  126,  158 

(ships) 

The  Tobago  Medals  133 

The  Doggersbank  Medals  8 

Titanic  - The  T rue  Stories  1 77 

Sheep  Shearing  Tokens;  Help  Wanted  179 

"Sooting"  Of  Tokens  Update  45 

Sports  Medals  39 

(Streisand,  Barbra) 

Tribute  To  A Legend  42 


T 


TAMS  Releases  Past  President  Medal  97 

TAMS  38th  Assemblage  Medal  96 

(Tax  Tokens) 

More  "Taxing"  News  14,98 

(Tennessee) 

Chattanooga  Coin  Club  Releases 
Commemorative  Medal  129,  184 

Memphis'  Western  Foundry  67 

Titanic  - The  True  Stories  177 

Tobago  Medals,  The  133 

Token  Mementos  Of  Our  National  Pastime  165 

Token  News  From  Florida  99 

"Tokenews"  Offers  Many  Articles  19 

Tour  Token  Issued  By  Society  99 

Tribute  To  A Legend  42 


(TAMS) 

Book  Auction!  23 

TAMS  Announces  Medal  Design  Contest  128 

TAMS  Awards  Banquet  162 

TAMS  General  Meeting  161 

TAMS  Journal  Back  Issues  Available  For  Sale 

68 

TAMS  Memberships  Bring  Record  Prices  At 
Auction  132 

TAMS  Releases  Past  President  Medal  97 

TAMS  38th  Assemblage  Medal  96 

TAMS  Announces  Medal  Design  Contest  128 


U 

(Uruguay) 

Uruguayan  Medal  Commemorates  British 
Coronation  13 

Uruguayan  Medal  Commemorates  British 
Coronation  13 

V 

(Von  Bora,  Katharina) 

Katharina  Von  Bora  Commemorated  162 


AINA  Medalet 


A hamsa  design  is  featured  on  the  American  Israel 
Numismatic  Association's  medal  for  1999.  The  hamsa 
(hand  symbol)  is  derived  from  the  Semitic  root  meaning 
five  (chamesh).  It  is  a hand  shaped  amulet  worn  to  ward 
off  the  Evil  Eye.  The  practice  may  have  originated 
among  the  ancient  Canaanite  peoples,  who  make  the 
sign  of  the  "hand  of  Baal"  by  holding  a hand  over  the 
head  and  making  horns  with  the  index  and  pinky  fin- 
gers. This  was  supposed  to  represent  the  protective 
hand  of  their  god  Baal. 

Hand  amulets,  known  widely  as  the  hand  of  Miriam, 
Fatima,  and  Mary,  have  long  been  used  in  Mediter- 
ranean cultures.  Often  a hamsa  has  a single  eye 
embedded  in  the  middle  of  the  palm  to  symbolize  the 
watchful  eye  of  God  or  to  deflect  the  gaze  of  the  Evil 
Eye.  Still  respected  as  powerful  amulets  among  Jews, 
who  originated  in  Muslim  countries,  hamsas  have,  in 
modern  times,  become  quite  popular  as  good  luck 


charms  without  overt  magical  significance.  Through  the 
influence  of  Sephardi  Jews  in  Israel,  hamsas  have 
become  common  among  western  Jews  as  well.  They 
appear  as  pendants,  key  chain  additions,  as  attach- 
ments to  books,  and  other  decorative  areas. 

There  is  evidence  that  the  hamsas  originated  millen- 
nia ago  in  North  Africa,  long  before  Islam  and  before 
Judaism  as  well.  Since  the  word  hamsa  is  based  on 
Hebrew  khamesh  (five)  it  should  be  written  khamesh  (or 
use  the  h with  a dot  beneath  to  indicate  the  guttural 
khet).  They  are  often  called  hands  of  Fatima  but  never 
of  Mary  or  Miriam. 

The  medalet,  which  has  the  AINA  emblem  on  its 
reverse,  is  sent  to  all  members  of  the  American  Israel 
Numismatic  Association.  For  information,  contact  AINA 
at  12555  Biscayne  Blvd.  #733,  N. Miami,  FL  33181. 


18  February  1999 
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MAVERICKS 
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Ultimately  all  TAMS  mavericks  will  be  posted  in  a 
searchable  database  on  the  Internet.  Details  will  con- 
tinue to  be  worked  out  to  protect  the  privacy  of  all  con- 
cerned as  well  as  the  integrity  of  the  database.  Current 
thoughts  are  that  the  text  portion  of  the  listing  (i.e.  mav- 
erick number,  obverse,  reverse,  size,  material,  and 
shape),  and  the  attribution,  if  any,  (i.e.  attribution  and 
reference  used)  will  be  accessible  by  the  public.  Names 
of  the  submitter  and  attributer  will  not  be  made  available 
to  the  public.  Images  of  the  mavericks  themselves 
require  more  memory  than  is  currently  practical  to 
include  in  the  database.  As  technology  improves,  that  is 
a definite  possibility. 

If  you  are  a maverick  submitter  or  attributer,  please 
take  notice  that  the  above  is  the  intent.  The  description 
of  the  maverick  you  submit  and  the  attribution  you 
assign  it  will  be  in  the  "public  domain"  for  all  to  see.  If 
you  have  issues  regarding  this  plan,  please  let  me 
know. 

MAVERICK  ATTRIBUTIONS 


15116;  MARTZ  PLAYGROUND  (Recreational  area 
owned  by  Jacob  "Jake"  Martz);  Ross,  KY;  John 
D.  Siles;  personal  experience  working  there 
1953-54 

NEW  LISTINGS 

To  have  mavericks  listed  in  this  column,  mail  them 
(not  more  than  25  at  a time,  please)  to  the  Maverick 
Editor  at  the  address  below.  Please  do  not  send  "initi- 
als-or  numbers-only"  mavericks  or  other  pieces  with 
only  a slim  chance  of  being  attributed.  Since  photo- 
graphs or  rubbings  do  not  reproduce  adequately,  please 
send  me  the  actual  tokens  to  photograph.  Package 
them  securely,  and  include  stamps  or  a check  made  out 
to  me  to  cover  return  postage  and  insurance,  indicating 
desired  insurance  valuation. 

John  D.  Mutch 
7931  Crestwood  Drive 
Boise,  ID  83704-3022 
E-mail:  tokens@micron.net 


Mav.#;  Maverick;  Attributed  to;  By;  Reference  Used 

4973;  WAFFLE  (Boise  Waffle  Cafe,  104  S.  10th  St., 
Jacob  H.  Geb,  Proprietor);  Boise,  ID;  John  Mutch; 
1915-1925  Polk's  Boise,  Idaho  City  directories 

8632;  L.  H.  HAMILTON;  Nampa,  ID;  John  Mutch;  1938 
Canyon  County,  ID  beer  license  #26  issued  to  L. 
H.  Hamilton  doing  business  as  the  Blue  Ribbon, 
1314  Main  St.,  Nampa,  ID 

11353;  O.  B.  TRUESDALE  (Orous  B.  Truesdall,  prop. 
Anheuser-Busch  Saloon  and  California  Wine 
House);  Boise,  ID;  John  Mutch;  1901-08  Polk's 
Boise,  ID  City  Directories 

14519;  BRUNTS;  Idaho  Falls,  ID;  Dean  Rasmussen, 
John  Mutch;  ad  in  April  14,  1911  Idaho  Falls 
Register  with  matching  slogan 

15106;  SUNNY  SIDE  DAIRY;  Greenfield,  IN;  Al  Zaika, 
Dennis  Freeman;  Reiter's  Dairy  Token  Book 

15107;  W.  R.  FULLER;  Atlanta,  GA;  Norman  Peterson; 
Partin's  GA  Book 


15149  M.  E.  REID  (Inc)  / 50  / 
IN  TRADE 

A.  E.  SCHMIDT  CO.  / 
ST /LOUIS /MO. 
23mm  Br  Rd 


15148  M.  RASIATTER  (Inc)/ 
GOOD  FOR / 5 / 
CENTS /BREAD  (Inc) 
H.  M.  ROCHE/ 1307/ 
ST.  LOUIS /AV.  / ST. 
LOUIS 


22mm  Br  S12 


15150  R.  D.  REWIS(lnc)/ 
100 /SHINE  (Inc) 

A.  E.  SCHMIDT  CO. 
INC./1111  /PINE/ST. 
/ ST.  LOUIS 
23mm  Br  Rd 
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15151  RUTTER  BRO,  (Inc)/ 
GOOD  FOR  / 5?i  / 
DRINK 
Plain 

23mm  Br  Rd 


15152  A.  SCHLEGEL(lnc)/ 
GOOD  FOR / 1 PT  / 
MILK 
Plain 

22.5mm  Br  Oc 


i 


15153  H.  SCHUELER(lnc)/ 
50  / BREAD 
S.  G.  ADAMS  / S.  & S. 
CO.  / ST.  LOUIS. 
23mm  Br  Sq 


15154  M.  SCHULZ  (Inc)/ 
GOOD  FOR  / 1 / LOAF 
BREAD 
Plain 

23mm  Br  Oc 


15155  SH.  U.  V./ DRINK  (All 
Inc) 

BLA.NKE  / MNFG.  / & 
SUPPLY  / CO.  ST. 
LOUIS. 

22mm  Br  Oc 


15156  SMILEY  BUFFET  (Inc) 
/ GOOD  FOR  / 50 
Plain 

24mm  Br  Rd 


15157  JOS.  A.  STEPHANS/ 
HOTEL 

GOOD  FOR  / 1 / MEAL 
24mm  Br  Rd 


15158  THOMAS  SUPER 
MARKET  INC. 

IN  TRADE  / 5c 
22.5mm  Br  Rd 


15159  TIMES  CAFE  BAR/ 
307 /W.  / LIBERTY 
GOOD  FOR  / 2V20  / IN 
TRADE 
20mm  Br  Rd 


15161  UNCLE  TOM'S  (Inc)/ 
GOOD  FOR  / 50  / IN 
TRADE /TAVERN  (Inc) 
S.  G.  ADAMS  S.  & S. 
CO.  /412/N.  6IH/ST. 
/ ST.  LOUIS 
24mm  Br  Rd 


15162  (Arabic  (?)  Characters) 
GOOD  FOR  / 250  / IN 
MERCHANDISE 
25mm  Al  Rd 


15163  GOOD  FOR  / 12y20/ 
IN  TRADE  / P.  A. 
BLUNK 
Plain 

28mm  Al  S4 


15160  TOWN  CLUB  (Inc)/ 
GOOD  FOR  / 2y2  / C.  / 
IN  TRADE. 

A.  E.  SCHMIDT  CO.  / 
ST /LOUIS /MO. 
22.5mm  Br  Oc 


15164  CARLTON  / HOUSE  / 
W.  H.  / CONE 
5 

24mm  Al  Rd 
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15165  CURRY  / & / ROMINE 
GOOD  FOR  / 500  / IN 
TRADE 
21mm  Al  Rd 


15166  ANTONIO  GRECCO 
GOOD  FOR  / 50  / IN 
TRADE 
25mm  Ni  Rd 


15167  RECREATION/ 

BILLIARD  / PARLOR  / 
J.  J.  GRIGGS 
GOOD  FOR  / 500  / IN 
TRADE 
28mm  Al  Rd 


15168  GOOD  FOR  50  / F W. 
/HARTWELL /IN 
TRADE 
5 

25mm  Al  Rd 


15169  R.  S,  HILL 

GOOD  FOR  / 50  / IN  / 
MERCHANDISE 
21.5mm  Al  Oc 


) 


15170  JALISCO  / POOL  / 
HALL 

GOOD  FOR  / 50  / IN 

TRADE 

21mm  Al  Rd 


15171  KEARN'S  / GROEBLI 
GOOD  FOR  / 5 / 0 / IN 
TRADE 
28mm  Al  Rd 


15172  NELSON /AND/ 
PARSON 

GOOD  FOR  / 50  / AT 
THE  BAR 
28mm  Ni  Rd 


PLEASE. . . 

When  you  move,  send  the  Secretary  your 
change  of  address  as  soon  as  possible. 
Journals  sent  to  old  addresses  are  ex- 
pensive — we  must  pay  to  have  them 
returned,  and  then  spend  a minimum  of 
880:  to  mail  them  to  the  members’  current 
addresses.  This  becomes  quite  expensive 
when  we  have  at  least  a dozen  or  more  for 
each  issue! 


MEDALS  CHAIRMAN  NEEDED 

TAMS  has  an  immediate  need  for  a volunteer  to 
take  over  the  duties  of  the  Medals  Chairman.  These 
include  organizing  the  design  competition  for  the  annual 
convention  medal,  production  of  that  medal  and  the  pre- 
sidential medal,  and  marketing  and  sales  of  our  current 
and  past  medals  still  in  inventory.  Al  Baber,  the  retiring 
Medals  Chairman,  will  work  with  you  during  the  current 
production  cycle  to  insure  a smooth  transition.  Here  is 
your  chance  to  be  directly  involved  in  the  production  of 
a medal  from  start  to  finish  and  to  help  TAMS  at  the 
same  time.  Contact  Dick  Grinolds  for  additional  infor- 
mation. 


FIXED  PRICE  LISTS  AND  MAIL  BID  SALE 
Send  stamp  for  each  listing. 

Price  list  of:  I.  U.S.  Coins;  2.  U.S.  Currency;  3.  For- 
eign Coins;  4.  Foreign  Currency;  5.  U.S.  Mint  Stamps, 
singles,  blocks,  etc.  Mail  Bid  Sale;6.  Tokens  of  AU 
Kinds;  7.  Medals;  8.  Wooden  Money;  9.  Pins 

Lists  7,  8 and  9 are  mainly  Iowa  town  celebration 
items,  but  include  other  states. 

Phil  Chinitz,  511  East  Fifth,  Atlantic,  Iowa  50022 
ANA  48579 
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Each  member  is  entitled  to  one  free 
Marketplace  ad  of  25  words  per  issue.  Additional 
words  (or  additional  ads)  are  accepted,  but  must 
be  accompanied  by  payment  of  lOc  per  word. 
Ads  over  25  words  which  are  not  accompanied  by 
payment  will  be  edited  to  the  25  word  limit. 

Only  ads  relating  to  exonumia  will  be  ac- 
cepted, and  ads  must  be  different  each  issue.  Ads 
for  up  to  three  issues  may  be  sent  in  at  one  time; 
each  should  be  on  a separate  sheet  of  paper. 
Please  type  or  print  copy  and  send  to  David  E. 
Schenkman,  P.O.  Box  366,  Bryantown,  MD  20617. 


FORD  TRI-MOTOR  LITERATURE:  listing  literature 
issued  by  Ford  Motor  Company.  Please  send  descrip- 
tions. Tim  O'Callaghan,  PO  Box  512,  Northville,  Ml 
48167. 


LET’S  TRADE  arcade  or  amusement  type  tokens.  Send 
your  list  of  duplicates  in  trade  for  mine.  B.  Spender, 
1751  Longview  Dr.,  Lancaster,  PA  17601. 


KANSAS  COLLECTOR  WANTS  merchant  tokens, 
encased  pennies,  centennials,  pin  backs  and  most  all 
other  Kansas  exonumia.  Larry  Oiler,  Box  617,  Andover, 
KS  67002. 


SELLING  MY  COLLECTION  of  20  different  Russian 
transportation  tokens  (metro)  at  $3.00  each.  Victor  Zil- 
aitis,  2018  Heathfield  Circle,  Sun  City  Center,  FL  33573. 
Email:  vzhobbies@aol.com. 

WANTED:  Am  I Not  A Man  and  Brother  / Woman  Sis- 
ter. Quantities  welcome.  Also  want  Stone  Mountain 
stuff.  Claud  Murphy,  Box  24056,  Winston-Salem,  NC 
27114. 


SALE/TRADE:  exonumia,  all  diff  types,  free  list  for 
SASE.  Want  items  from  Oklahoma  railroad  items.  Sam 
K.  Payne,  PO  Box  361,  Sapulpa,  OK  74067. 


WORLD  WIDE  STOCK  BROKER  TOKENS  and 

medals  wanted  by  serious  collector.  Tom  Sheehan, 
P.O.  Box  33576,  Seattle,  WA  98133.  Email;  twsheeh 
@ibm.net. 

1925  NORSE-AMERICAN  CENTENNIAL  CELEBRA- 
TION souvenir  tokens  and  medals  other  than  the  "thick" 
and  "thin"  wanted.  O.  T.  Thompson,  1320  Williamsburg 
Court,  Wilmington,  NC  28411-7044.  (910-395-5950) 


MERCHANT  COUNTERMARKS  ON  WORLD  COINS, 

Brunk,  160  pgs,  soft  cover  $35.50  ppd.  Request  book 
list.  Richard  Stockley,  36  Elderidge,  Dollard  des 
Ormeaux,  Quebec,  Canada  H9A  2P4. 


BANJO  STUFF  WANTED:  Tokens,  medals,  pinbacks, 
mirrors,  watch  fobs,  etc.  mentioning  or  depicting  banjos. 
Real  banjos  also  wanted!  David  Schenkman,  Box  366, 
Bryantown,  MD  20617. 


MERCHANT  TOKENS  WANTED  from  the  following 
Iowa  towns:  Akron,  Chatsworth,  Sioux  City  and  West- 
field.  Write  with  offers.  James  Vender  Helm,  18618 
Birch  Ave.,  Akron,  lA  51001. 


SOUTH-AMERICAN  TOKENS:  buying  or  trading  haci- 
enda, nitrate  or  mine  tokens.  Ernesto  Melgar,  Javier 
Prado  Oeste  1586-401,  San  Isidro,  Lima,  Peru,  emelgar 
@chavin.rcp.net.pe 


TAMS  Slide  Programs 

TAMS  now  has  five  slide  programs 
for  free  loan  for  TAMS  members.  Each 
program  is  shipped  in  a Kodak 
“carousel”  with  the  slides  in  place, 
along  with  a typed  narrative.  Several 
programs  also  include  a taped  (uncued) 
narrative. 

Programs  include  “The  Case  of  the 
Misplaced  Soda  Token,”  a general  token 
and  medal  program  (heavy  in  Civil 
War),  Hard  Times  Tokens,  Civil  War 
storecards  and  Civil  War  patriotics.  It  is 
suggested  that  the  borrower  arrange  to 
have  a Kodak  Carousel  projector  before 
requesting  any  of  these  programs. 

TAMS  also  has  a repeating  program 
and  self-contained  Caramate  projector 
especially  designed  for  use  at  coin  or 
collectible  shows. 

When  returning  any  program,  at 
borrower’s  expense,  the  member  is 
requested  to  enclose  a check  for  the 
original  shipping  charge.  Inquiries  and 
requests  (please  write  at  least  three 
weeks  prior  to  scheduled  showing  in- 
cluding your  street  address)  may  be 
sent  to : 

Peter  Irion 

P.O.  Box  1270 
Waitsfield,  VT  05673 
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WANTED:  FACSIMILE  ADVERTISING  BANKNOTES 

related  to  Dentistry,  Dental  Products  like  Toothpaste, 
Patent  Medicines,  and  the  Circus.  Ben  Swanson,  616 
South  Hanover,  Baltimore,  MD  21230.  (410)  385-1606. 

WANTED:  unusual  events  awards.  Prefer  pre-1930 
items  for  such  contests  or  events  as  marbles,  rodeo, 
motorcycling,  sky  diving.  Hubert,  441  Butler,  Northville, 
Ml  48167. 

INGOMAR  (CALIFORNIA)  merchant  tokens  wanted. 
Also  Colony  Center,  Dos  Palos,  Hilmar,  Atwater,  Win- 
ton.  Buy/trade  for  needed  tokens.  Contact  Hoffman, 
POB  723,  Merced,  CA  95341. 

19TH  CENTURY  EUROPEAN  MEDALS  are  featured  in 
our  latest  price  list.  For  your  free  copy,  write:  The 
Imperialist,  Box  1243D,  West  Caldwell,  NJ  07007. 

WANTED  TO  BUY:  all  forwign  tokens,  medals,  etc. 
Also  Jewish  related  U.S.  material.  We  also  sell.  Bill 
Rosenblum,  PO  Box  355,  Evergreen,  CO  80437-0355. 
wmrcoins@qadas.com. 


Clip  'n  Mail 

Token  and  Medal  Society 
MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 


Name 


Address 
City  


_ State. 


-Zip. 


My  collecting  interests  are; 


Other  Numismatic  Affiliations: 


I hereby  apply  for  membership  in  the  Token  and  Medal 
Society,  enclosing  $20.00  as  my  annual  dues  ($25  non-U. S. A.) 
for  the  current  calendar  year.  The  TAMS  Journal  is  sent  free  to 
all  members. 

TAMS  membership  is  based  upon  a calendar  year  basis  - 
January  through  December. 


Date 


.Signed 


Recommended  by(*)  

Life  memberships  are  available  after  three  years  of  regular  membership.  The  full 
payment  of  $400  ($500  non-U. S. A.)  must  accompany  application  for  life  mem- 
bership.* 

(•)  The  secretary  is  empowered  to  sign  your  membership  application  if  it  is  not 
convenient  for  you  to  have  it  signed  by  a regular  member. 


Complete  and  sign  this  mem- 
bership application,  and  forward 
it  with  your  remittance  of  $20.00 
to  cover  your  annual  dues  for  the 
first  year  to: 

Tams  Secretary 

9230  S.W.  59  St. 

Miami,  FL  33173 


reg.  asend.  # 

life  mbr.  # . _ _ 

appl.  reed.  

pymt.  reed. 

published  

(do  not  write  in  this 
space) 


WANTED  - GOETZ  K-599 


CALL  MR.VARIAN  (360)  336-97 1 7 


ST.  LOUIS  MISSOURI  early  merchant  tokens  wanted: 
Cox,  Long,  Van  Deventer,  Post  Office  and  Prouhet.  Buy 
or  trade.  Ron  Horstman,  Box  2999,  Leslie,  MO  63056. 

BRONX,  N.Y.:  wanted  pre  1945  military,  teacher,  life 
saving  medals.  Mr.  E.  Wolf,  PO  Box  350307,  Palm 
Coast,  FL  32135-0307. 

STATUE  OF  LIBERTY  ENLIGHTENING  THE  WORLD 

exonumia  collector  seeks  any  medal,  coin,  or  token 
depicting  Statue.  Paul  G.  Lajoie,  36  Maple  Road,  Long- 
meadow,  MA  01 106-3102. 

WANTED  TO  BUY:  Hickey  Brothers  Cigar  tokens,  in 
nice  condition  for  my  collection.  Bob  Nolan,  3964  Drexel 
Road,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15212-1512. 

SHEEP-SHEARING  TOKEN  STUDENT  desires  to  con- 
tact other  collectors  from  all  countries  to  exchange  infor- 
mation. Jose  Luis  Rubio,  POB  960,  11.000  Montevideo, 
Uruguay.  Email:  rubiojl@adinet.com. uy 

FLEETWOOD  BICENTENNIAL  INGOT  WANTED:  #24 

- Lafayette  Arrives  In  Philadelphia.  Quote  to  Andy  Gol- 
bert,  187  ABCD  Lane,  No.  Ferrisburg,  VT  05473. 

BUYING  RARE  AND/OR  SILVER  Zepp  & Airflight 
medals  at  retail.  AU  & better  before  1945.  Call  Thurber 
(360)  708-6373,  PO  Box  159,  Anacortes,  WA  98221. 

FREE  MAIL  BID  SALES:  start  off  1999  by  sending  your 
name  and  address  for  our  next  three  token,  medal  and 
exonumia  mail  bid  sales  which  will  include  almost  any- 
thing from  wood  to  gold  including  many  merchant  good 
fors  along  with  encased,  exposition,  prison,  military, 
bicentennial,  municipal  good  fors  and  many  other  mis- 
cellaneous items.  H & H Enterprises,  Box  869  W, 
Upton,  MA  01568. 

SWASTIKA  TOKENS  WANTED  from  any  state,  espe- 
cially mavericks,  PA  & NJ.  Price  & write.  Gary  Patter- 
son, 18  -4th  St.,  Lakehurst,  NJ  08733. 
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PENNSYLVANIA  AND  NEW  JERSEY  TOKENS  and 

exonumia  to  trade.  Want  transportation  tokens.  Send 
list  for  mine.  John  Ciecka,  1540  Society  Hill  Drive,  Ben- 
salem,  PA  19020-3689. 

DICK  TRACY  BADGES,  Japanese  WWII  militaria,  bicy- 
cle badges  wanted.  Have  Confederate  currency  for 
trade  or  will  buy  outright.  Jerry  Lorentz,  43769  Vista 
Isle,  MN  56342. 

WANTED:  Texas  good  for  trade  tokens.  Send  list  with 
prices  to  Lamonte  Pitzer,  Box  1182,  Levelland,  TX 
79336.  TAMS  #7203. 

WILL  PAY  UP  TO  $100  for  WWI  service  medals  issued 
by  states,  counties,  cities,  or  towns.  Please  write  first. 
Small,  Box  19262TJ,  Jacksonville,  FL  32245. 

WANTED  ENAMELED  COINS,  fine  19th  century  exam- 
ples, foreign  or  US,  gold  silver,  bronze.  Rex  Stark,  Box 
1029,  Gardner,  MA  01440,  978-630-3237. 

WANTED:  tokens  relating  to  Curacao.  G.  Pronk,  Heem- 
skerklaan  18,  1412  CJ  Naarden,  Holland. 

MINI  COLLECTIONS:  130  carwash  tokens  $195.00; 
130  trade/good  for  tokens  $200.00;  50  parking  tokens 
$65.00.  Walter  Wyzvjak,  1508  Christina  St.,  Rockford, 
IL  61 104-4709. 

FREE  44  PAGE  FIXED  PRICE  LIST  of  interesting  inex- 
pensive tokens,  medals  and  paper  collectibles  of  the 
world.  Norman  Peters,  POB  29,  Lancaster,  NY 
14086-0029. 

DISNEY  COLLECTORS:  I offer  silver-gold  proof 
medals  starting  with  "Snow  White"  including  all  issues, 
"Batman,"  "Pinocchio."  Edward  J.  Moschetti,  Box  4094, 
Pittsburgh,  PA  15201-0094. 

WANTED:  tokens  without  a value  that  read  "books," 
"news,"  "books  & news,"  "books  & videos,"  etc.  Joseph 
Pierczynski,  324  Fountain,  Ridgecrest,  CA  93555-4402. 

TOKEN  AND  MEDAL  REFERENCES:  send  a long 
SASE  for  our  extensive  list  of  new  and  used  books. 
Turtle  Hill  Book  Co.,  Box  265,  Bryantown,  MD  20617. 

VALLEY  FORGE  FREEDOM  FOUNDATION  MEDAL: 

Washington  at  Prayer,  4 inch  diameter  bronze.  Page 
251  Rulau/Fuld  Washington  Medallic  Portraits.  $11.  plus 
$2.50.  Ed  Quagliana,  68  Grubb  Rd.,  Malvern,  PA 
19355-3062. 


INFORMATION  FOR  ADVERTISERS 

Advertising  Restrictions 

All  advertisers  must  subscribe  to  the  TAMS  code  of  ethical  1 
standards.  The  editor  is  vested  vi/ith  the  right  to  reject  any  offered 
advertising  wrhich  he  feels  is  not  in  keeping  with  the  best  objectives 
of  TAMS.  All  advertisers  must  supply  their  own  cuts  or  art  work, 
unless  other  arrangements  are  made.  All  ads  are  priced  on  a 
CASH  IN  ADVANCE  basis.  Further  information  regarding  [ 
advertising  is  available  by  writing  to  the  editor. 

Classified  Advertising 

Each  member  may  submit  one  free  classified  ad,  up  to  a | 
maximum  of  25  words,  per  issue.  Each  word  or  group  of  numbers 
counts  as  one  word,  as  does  the  zip  code.  Ads  larger  than  25 
words  are  accepted  but  payment  for  the  extra  words,  at  the  rate  of 
100  per  word,  must  accompany  the  ad.  Ads  over  25  words  which 
are  not  accompanied  by  payment  will  be  edited  to  the  25  word  limit,  [ 
without  exception. 

Mail  Bid  Ads 

It  Is  recommended  that  closing  dates  in  mail  bid  ads  be  set  six  | 
weeks  following  the  listed  issue  date  in  which  it  is  to  be  inserted. 
While  the  Token  and  Medal  Society  endeavors  to  place  issues  in  I 
the  hands  of  its  members  no  later  than  three  weeks  following  the 
issue  date,  it  assumes  no  responsibility  for  doing  so.  All  mail  bids 
must  include  any  rules  that  apply  to  that  sale.  The  term  "usual  | 
rules"  Is  not  acceptable. 

Advertising  Rates 

(Please  note:  the  rates  listed  below  are  for  camera  ready  copy 
only.  There  is  an  extra  charge  for  layout  and  typing,  and  | 
arrangements  must  be  made  in  advance  with  the  editor.) 


CONTRACT  RATES 


SIZE 
1 Page 
1/2  Page 
1/4  Page 
1/8  Page 


1 ISSUE 

$75.00 

$40.75 

$24.00 

$13.00 


3 ISSUES 
$202.00 
$112.00 
$62.50 
$34.50 


6 ISSUES 

$383.25 

$209.75 

$122.00 

$66.25 


Contract  rates  apply  only  when  the  same  advertisement  is  run 
for  the  length  of  the  contract.  If  ad  copy  is  changed  during  a 
contract,  an  additional  charge  will  be  made.  A second  color  is  | 
available  for  $50.00  per  ad. 

TAMS  offers  advertisers  the  option  of  having  loose  flyers  I 
Inserted  into  mailings  of  the  TAMS  Journal.  Contact  the  editor  for  | 
rates. 

Publication  Deadlines 
Ad  Copy  To  Editor  Issue  Date 


1 December 
1 February 
1 April 
1 June 
1 August 
1 October 


1 February 
1 April 
1 June 
1 August 
1 October 
1 December 


The  editor  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of  any  advertising  copy 
received  after  the  deadlines  indicated,  nor  can  he  guarantee  the  | 
accuracy  of  such  items. 


24  February  1999 


Alaska  Trade  Tokens 

Colled  a bil  of  Alaska's  lascinaling  history  with  my 
starter  set  of  Alaska  tokens  and  medals.  This  is  a 
good  way  to  start  an  Alaskan  collection,  add  to  an 
existing  one,  or  start  a young  person  in  this  great 
hobby. 

Yv)ur  group  of  tokens  and  medals  will  include  pie-and 
post-statehood  (1959)  pieces  wath  no  wood. 

1 also  buy,  sell  and  trade  Alaskan  tokens  and  other 
Alaska  historical  collectibles.  Get  in  touch  today. 

50  tokens  50  bucks  (postpaid) 

Kaye  Deth ridge 

Box  438 

Sitka,  Alaska  99835 

phone  (907)  747-8615  fax  (907)  747-4811 
e-mail  aktoken@hotmail.com 


The  Medals  of  Franklin 


A ( atiiloR  of  Metluls,  t okens,  Medallions,  and  Plaques 
Issued  in  Honor  of  Kranklin 
hN  Phil  \\  . (.reenslet 


Phil  W.  Greenslet  has  sponl  years  cataloging 
the  exonuinia  of  Benjamin  Franklin  and  we're 
happy  to  offer  it  to  you  for  your  reading 
enjoyment! 


In  232  pages,  Greenslet  has  described 
carefully  and  pictured  hundreds  of  Franklin 
issues.  Biographical  and  informational  data 
included  for  many  pieces. 


Published  in  the  usual  TAMS  norm  of  highest 
quality  cloth  binding  and  recycled  paper; 
large  format,  with  large,  quality  photographs. 


Retail:  $39.95;  member  price:  $32.00.  Please 
add  $2.75  for  postage  and  shipping.  Make 
checks  payable  to:  The  Token  and  Medal 
Society.  Dealers  please  write  for  a wholesale 


Have  a question? 

Need  a quick  answer? 
call:? 

David  E.  Schenkman 
(301)  274-3441 
turtlehill@oig.Gom 

Paul  A.  Cunningham 

(517)  451 -CHIPS 

Mark  Lighterman 
(305)595-7086 
; mllghter@bellsouth.net 

i DickGrinolds 

(612)331-8246 
i tokenpro@uswest.net 


TAMS 

MEDALS 


Membership  medal  $3.75 

Member  bar 1.75 

Charter  Member  bar 3.00 

Life  Member  bar  3.00 

Officer  bar 3.50 

Past  Officer  bar 3.50 

President  bar 3.50 

Past  President  bar 3.50 


All  orders,  regardless  of  size,  must  include 
50(t  for  shipping  expenses. 

Al  Baber 

61 1 Oakwood  Way 
El  Cajon,  CA  92021 


British  Tokens 

of  the  18th  Century  ("Conder")  and  19th  Century  (also  British  medals) 


We  are  the  publishers  of  the  current  updated  edition  of  Dalton  and  Hamer. 

Over  the  past  several  years  we  have  offered  hundreds  of  better  "Conder"  tokens  in  our  catalog. 

We  would  be  happy  to  help  you  develop  your  collection  of  British  tokens  or  medals. 

We  publish  illustrated  high  quality  catalogs.  We  also  work  directly  to  help  form  individual  collections. 


If  it's  time  to  sell,  we  are  strong  buyers  of  better  token  material,  one  piece  or  an  entire  collection. 

•R.  Dalton  & S.  H.  Hamer;  The  Provincial  Token  Coinage  of  the  18th  Century.  1910-1918.  Reprinted 
1990.  Prefatory  update,  1990.  Introductory  notes  and  additional  varieties,  1996.  $155. 

•D&H  from  a limited  edition  of  14  signed  and  numbered  copies,  full  leather,  gold  lettering.  $275. 

•Davisson,  A Brief  Introduction  to  18th  Century  Tokens.  The  text  of  the  1996  introductory  notes  and  additions.  $7. 
•Davissons  Ltd.  Auction  Nine,  October  1997,  a major  sale  featuring  "Conder"  tokens.  With  prices  realized.  $5. 
(All  prices  postpaid  in  the  U.S.;  actual  postage  will  be  billed  for  non-US  addresses) 


Allan  and  Mamie  Davisson 

^avissoijs 

Ltd. 

Cold  Spring,  MN  56320-9623 
320-685-3835  • 24  hr  FAX  320-685-8636 
email:  DAVCOIN@AOL.COM 


Alaska  Tokens 


(Being  enjoyed  by  collectors  now!) 


Years  in  the  making  - 
it's  TAMS'  newest  booki 

Ron  Benice  has  upgraded,  researched  and 
refined  this  new  edition! 

♦ 334pages 

. hundreds  of  photos 

. all  new  prices  and  additional  historical  background 

♦ high  grade  cloth,  hardbound 

♦ environmentally  friendly  recycled  paper 

♦ retail  price:  $39.95;  member  price:  $32.00 

♦ plaase  add  $2.75  for  shipping  and  handling 


Mark  Lighterman 
9230  S.W  59  St. 
Miarhi,  ft  33173 


SALE/TRADE:  free  list  of  collectibles.  Tokens,  military, 
us/foreign  items,  fishing  items.  SASE.  Sam  K.  Payne, 
PO  Box  361,  Sapulpa,  OK  74067. 


National  Collectibles 
Exposition 

Plan  now! 

(Near  O’Hare  Airport,  Chicago) 
Dealer  spaces  available 

March  13-14, 1999 
Information:  call  (517)  451-2447 


New  jersey  Token  and  Medal  Show 

Marriott  Hotel  and  Convention  Center 
Davidson  Ave,,  off  Rt.  287,  Somerset,  N] 

1-7  Thurs.,  Apr.  29;  10-7  Fri.,  10-5  Sat.  May  1 

Information:  Paul  Cunningham;  Box  One 
Tecumseh,  Ml  49286;  (517)451-2447 


Louisiana  Trade  Tokens 


Second  Edition 


by  Louis  Crawford  and  Glyn  Farber 


The  Updated  Revision  You’ve  Been  Waiting  For! 
(In  stock  now  - ready  to  ship!) 

=>AII  new  rarities  and  new  historical  background 
=>  1 00s  of  mostly  new  photographs 
=>Hard  bound,  with  high  grade  cloth  covers 
=>  Environmentally  friendly  recycled  paper 
=>558  pages,  8 1/2  x11  format 
=>  Retail  price  $44.95,  members  $36 
=>  Please  add  $2.75  for  shipping  and  handling 


Write  Token  and  Medal  Society 
9230  S.W.  59  St. 

Miami,  FL  33173 


Highlighting....  the  TAMS  Lineup  of  Publications 

Alaska  Tokens,  by  Ron  Benice 

New  edition,  334  pages,  new  prices,  100s  of  photos;  hard  bound,  recycled  paper. 
Retail  $39.95;  members;  $32.00. 

Arkansas  Trade  Tokens,  by  Tom  H.  Robinson 

All  known  Arkansas  tokens  cataloged;  260  pages,  900  photos,  high  quality  cloth 
binding.  Retail:  $32.50;  members:  $26.00 

California  Tokens,  by  Charles  V.  Kappen 

TAMS'  all  time  best  seller!  1994  reprint.  Revised  index,  754  pages,  high  quality 
cloth  binding;  illustrated.  Retail:  $45.00;  members:  $36.00. 

Louisiana  Trade  Tokens,  by  Louis  Crawford  and  Glyn  Farber 

Second  edition,  highly  revised;  many  new  photos!  New  rarities,  hard  bound,  large 
format,  560  pages.  Retail;  $44.95,  member:  $36. 

Medallic  Portraits  of  Adolf  Hitler,  by  R W Colbert  and  William  D.  Hyder 

Sold  Out 


The  Medals  of  Franklin  , by  Phil  W.  Greenslet 

Hundreds  of  popular  and  obscure  Franklin  issues.  232  pages,  large  format,  highest 
quality  cloth  binding.  Retail:  $39.95;  members;  $32.00. 

South  Carolina  Tokens,  by  Tony  Chibbaro 

Highly  acclaimed!  262  pages;  Highest  quality  cloth  binding,  1300+  photos, 
recycled  paper.  Retail:  $49.95;  member:  $39.95. 

Special  numbered  and  autographed  edition:  $75.00 

The  Tokens,  Checks,  Metallic  Tickets,  Passes  and  Tallies  of  the  British 

Caribbean  & Bermuda,  by  Bob  Lyall 

Award  winning!  High  quality  cloth,  210  pages,  450  photos.  Historical  info,  index, 
bibliography,  enamel  paper,  etc.  Retail:  $35.00;  member:  $28.00. 

Special,  numbered  and  autographed,  leather  bound  edition:  $75.00  net 

To  order;  add  $2.75  for  postage  and  shipping  per  book.  Make  checks  payable  to  The  Token  and 

Medal  Society.  Forward  to; 

Mark  Lighterman 

9230  S.W.  59  St. 

Miami,  FL  33173 


WANTED 

SERIOUS  CUSTOMERS  FOR  SERIOUS  EXONUMIA! 

For  tweiit)-  five  years,  PRF^SIDENTLU,  has  been  known  for  selling  the  finest  (|ualit\'  tokens  and 
medals  in  a wide  varietv’  of  collecting  fields.  Through  the  years,  we  have  handled 
major  rarities  in  virtually  eveiy  token  and  medal  collecting  area  ol  significance. 

Below  are  just  a few  of  the  areas  in  which  we  deal  extensively. 

Hard  Times  & 19tli  Century  Merchant  Tokens  ^^tts  Medals 

Civil  War  Tokens  Indian  Peace  Medals 

Transportation  Tokens  C.S.  Mint  Medals 

So-Called  Dollars  World’s  Fair  & Exposition  Items 

All  Kinds  of  Political  Americana  Art  Medals 

Official  Presidential  Inaugural  Medals 


AT  AUCTION 

We  offer  material  from  all  of  the  above  areas  - plus  some.  We  publish  major  sales  twice 
yearly  with  the  live  portions  held  in  conjunction  with  major  numismatic  conventions. 

The  subscription  fee  of  $10.00  brings  you  three  sale  catalogs  + prices  realized. 

FIXED  PRICE  LIST 

Every  two  years  or  so  (or  as  the  spirit  moves  us),  we  publish  a price  list  of 
Official  Inaugural  Medals  & Memorabilia  and  Presidential  Gift  Items.  Our  last  list  was 
compiled  in  Januaiy,  1997  and  is  still  available,  free,  for  the  asking. 

PRIVATE  TREATY  SALES 

We  conduct  an  extensive  mail  order  business  and  will  be  pleased  to  receive  your  want  list. 

WE  ARE  BUYING 

As  much  as  we  would  like  it  to  be  otherwise,  we  operate  in  a relatively  thin  market . 

The  majority  of  coin  dealers  could  care  less  about  tokens  and  medals  and  their  buying  prices 
reflect  that  disinterest.  PRESIDENTIAL  has  specialized  in  the  token  and  medal  field  for  25 
years  and  is  in  a position  to  offer  fair  and  knowledgeable  prices  for  your  material. 

If  you  would  rather  sell  at  auction  - there  is  no  better  vehicle  than  our  professionally 
cataloged  illustrated  sales.  Our  commission  rate  is  a reasonable  10%  and 
payment  is  made  promptly  45days  after  the  close  of  the  sale. 

PRESIDENTIAL  COIN  & ANTIQUE  CO,  INC. 

6550-1  Little  River  Turnpike 
Alexandria,  VA  22312 
703-354-5454 


tt.  JOSEPH  LEVINE 
President 


